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on the earth. He emphasized the need for a coramtantital relationship with Jesus Christ and fongistent,
fervent prayer.

Murray was an alert and intense man, continuinghdms writings until his death at age eighty-nihis
burning desire to transpose all that lay on higtresad spirit to paper was revealed in the presehseveral
manuscripts in various stages of completion atithe of his death.

Andrew Murray has greatly blessed the Christianldvamith richness of his spiritual wisdom and higligpto
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1. ABSOLUTE SURRENDER

“And Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all lostitogether: and there were thirty and two kinghk Wwim,

and horses, and chariots: and he went up and leesiamaria, and warred against it. And he sentangsess
to Ahab king of Israel into the city, and said uhtm, Thus said Benhadad, your silver and your goldine;

your wives also and your children, even the goastlliare mine. And the king of Israel answered auid, ¢y

lord, O king, according to your saying, | am yoadaall that | have” (I Kings 20:1-4).

Ahab gave what was asked of him by Benhadad - atessurrender. | want to use these words: “My |@d,
king, according to your saying, | am your, andladit | have,” as the words of absolute surrendér which
every child of God ought to yield himself to histlk@. We have heard it before, but we need to iheary
definitely-the condition of God’s blessing is ahgel surrender of all into His hands. Praise Godulf hearts
are willing for that, there is no end to what Gaodl do for us, and to the blessing God will bestow.

Absolute surrender-let me tell you where | got themrds. | used them myself often, and you havedhtbem
numerous times. But once, in Scotland, | was inragany where we were talking about the condition of
Christ’'s Church, and what the great need of ther@hand of believers is. There was in our compaggdly
Christian worker who has much to do in trainingestivorkers for Christ, and | asked him what he wady
was the great need of the Church-the messageubht to be preached. He answered very quietly anplyg
and determinedly:

“Absolute surrender to God is the one thing.”

The words struck me as never before. And that negiaib to tell how, in the Christian workers with whbe
had to deal, he finds that if they are sound ohpgbant, they are willing to be taught and helpaag they
always improve. Whereas, others who are not scugre tvery often go back and leave the work. Thelitiom
for obtaining God'’s full blessing is absolute sader to Him.

And now, | desire by God’s grace to give to yous timessage-that your God in heaven answers therpraye
which you have offered for blessing on yourselvas f@r blessing on those around you by this oneashein
Are you willing to surrender yourselves absolutelp His hands? What is our answer to be? God kribere
are hundreds of hearts who have said it, and @rerdundreds more who long to say it but hardlg daido so.
And there are hearts who have said it, but who lyaveniserably failed, and who feel themselves eomaed
because they did not find the secret of the powdiwve that life. May God have a word for all!

Let me say, first of all, that God claims it frors.u
GOD EXPECTS YOUR SURRENDER

Yes, it has its foundation in the very nature ofilGGod cannot do otherwise. Who is God? He is thenfain
of life, the only Source of existence and power goddness. Throughout the universe there is notpiogl but
what God works. God has created the sun, the niberstars, the flowers, the trees, and the grassth&y not
all absolutely surrendered to God? Do they nowalBnd to work in them just what He pleases? Whed Go
clothes the lily with its beauty, is it not yieldeg, surrendered, given over to God as He worlkisiige beauty?
And God'’s redeemed children, oh, can you think @adl can do His work if there is only half or atpafrthem
surrendered? God cannot do it. God is life, lovesding, power, and infinite beauty, and God dedig
communicating Himself to every child who is prepmhte receive Him. But ah! this one lack of absolute
surrender is just the thing that hinders God. Aad iHe comes, and as God, He claims it.

You know in daily life what absolute surrenderY®u know that everything has to be given up tegscial,
definite object and service. | have a pen in mykegcand that pen is absolutely surrendered toti@ework of



writing. That pen must be absolutely surrenderemiydhand if | am to write properly with it. If arfegr holds it
partly, | cannot write properly. This coat is ahgely given up to me to cover my body. This buitgia
entirely given up to religious services. And now,yebu expect that in your immortal being, in theige nature
that you have received by regeneration, God cak W@ work, every day and every hour, unless yau ar
entirely given up to Him? God cannot. The templ&olomon was absolutely surrendered to God wheast
dedicated to Him. And every one of us is a templéad, in which God will dwell and work mightily oone
condition-absolute surrender to Him. God claim&id is worthy of it, and without it God cannot \kdtis
blessed work in us.

God not only claims it, but God will work it Himgel
GOD ACCOMPLISHES YOUR SURRENDER

| am sure there is many a heart that says: “Ahthmttabsolute surrender implies so much!” Somesarys:
“Oh, | have passed through so much trial and saffeand there is so much of the self-life stilinaning. |
dare not face entirely giving it up because | knbwill cause so much trouble and agony.”

Alas! alas! that God'’s children have such thougthtdim, such cruel thoughts. | come with a mesdagbose
who are fearful and anxious. God does not ask gaive the perfect surrender in your strength,\othie
power of your will; God is willing to work it in yo. Do we not read: “it is God that works in you liotd will
and to do of his good pleasure” (Philippians 2:18)d that is what we should seek-to go on our féefere
God, until our hearts learn to believe that therlegéing God Himself will come in to turn out whatwrong.
He will conquer what is evil, and work what is weléasing in His blessed sight. God Himself willnwd in
you.

Look at the men in the Old Testament, like AbrahBmyou think it was by accident that God found timan,
the father of the faithful and the friend of God@ ¥au think that it was Abraham himself, apart fr@od, who
had such faith and such obedience and such de®oYion know it is not so. God raised him up and areg
him as an instrument for His glory.

Did God not say to Pharaoh: “For this cause haagsked you up, for to show in you my power” (Exo&us6)?
And if God said that of him, will God not say itrfanore of every child of His?

Oh, I want to encourage you, and | want you to aagty every fear. Come with that feeble desir¢éhdfe is
the fear which says-"Oh, my desire is not strongugih. | am not willing for everything that may comaed |
do not feel bold enough to say | can conquer eliergt- | implore you, learn to know and trust yagod now.
Say: “My God, | am willing that You should make mvéling.” If there is anything holding you back, any
sacrifice you are afraid of making, come to God ramad prove how gracious your God is. Do not beicfizat
He will command from you what He will not bestow.

God comes and offers to work this absolute surnemmdgou. All these searchings and hungerings andihgs
that are in your heart, | tell you, they are thavadngs of the divine magnet, Christ Jesus. He lavéite of
absolute surrender. He has possession of you; Heng in your heart by His Holy Spirit. You havendered
and hindered Him terribly, but He desires to healp o get a hold of Him entirely. And He comes dnaws
you now by His message and words. Will you not came trust God to work in you that absolute sureerd
Himself Yes, blessed be God! He can do it, and ledw it.

God not only claims it and works it, but God aceaptvhen we bring it to Him.

GOD ACCEPTS YOUR SURRENDER



God works it in the secret of our heart; God ungeby the hidden power of His Holy Spirit to conmel speak
it out, and we have to bring and yield to Him thbsolute surrender. But remember, when you comdang
God that absolute surrender, it may, as far as fg®lings or your consciousness go, be a thingexdtg
imperfection. You may doubt and hesitate and say:

“Is it absolute?”

But, oh, remember there was once a man to whonstad said: “If you can believe, all things arsgible to
him that believes” (Mark 9:23). And his heart was@, and he cried out: “Lord, | believe, help ymine
unbelief” (Mark 9:24).

That was a faith that triumphed over Satan, ancthilespirit was cast out. And if you come and sayrd, |
yield myself in absolute surrender to my God,” ettesugh you do so with a trembling heart and wli t
consciousness: “l do not feel the power. | do eet the determination. | do not feel the assurarice;l!
succeed. Do not be afraid, but come-just as youearen in the midst of your trembling the powettw Holy
Spirit will work.

Have you not yet learned the lesson that the HplyitSvorks with mighty power, while on the humades
everything appears feeble? Look at the Lord JesusiGn Gethsemane. We read that He, “throughetbenal
Spirit” (Hebrews 9:14), offered Himself a sacrifiseto God. The Almighty Spirit of God was enablidgn to
do it. And yet what agony and fear and exceedimgpaocame over Him, and how He prayed! Externalby
can see no sign of the mighty power of the Sgbrit,the Spirit of God was there. And even so, wide are
feeble and fighting and trembling, with faith irethidden work of God’s Spirit do not fear, but diglourself.

And when you do yield yourself in absolute surrenti it be with the faith that God does now adaeprhat
is the great point, and that is what we so oftessrthat believers should be thus occupied with @dbis
matter of surrender. Be occupied with God. We viamgfet help, every one of us, so that in our d#gyGod
will be clearer to us, God will have the right gdaand be “all in all.” And if we are to have thiatough life, let
us begin now and look away from ourselves and lgpko God. Let each believe- I, a poor worm onteand
a trembling child of God, full of failure, sin, arielar, bow here, and no one knows what passesghnoy
heart. | simply say, “Oh God, | accept Your terinsave pleaded for blessing on myself and othensave
accepted Your terms of absolute surrender.” Wholeryheart says that in deep silence, remember ither&od
present that takes note of it, and writes it dowHlis book. There is a God present who at that wesgnent
takes possession of you. You may not feel it, yay mot realize it, but God takes possession ifwdltrust
Him. God not only claims it and works it and acsapwwvhen | bring it, but God maintains it.

GOD MAINTAINS YOUR SURRENDER

That is the great difficulty with many. People sdyhave often been stirred at a meeting or atraveation, and
| have consecrated myself to God.

But it has passed away. | know it may last for @kver for a month, but it fades away. After a timis all
gone.”

But listen! It is because you do not believe whainl now going to tell you and remind you of. WhewmdGas
begun the work of absolute surrender in you, andnv@&od has accepted your surrender, then God holds
Himself bound to care for it and to keep it.

Will you believe that?



In this matter of surrender, there are: God andalwbrm, God the everlasting and omnipotent Jehdédrm,
will you be afraid to trust yourself to this migh®od now? God is willing. Do you not believe tha ehn keep
you continually, day by day, and moment by moment?

Moment by moment I'm kept in His love;
Moment by moment I've life from above.

If God allows the sun to shine on you moment by motnwithout intermission, will God not let Hisdikhine
on you every moment? And why have you not expedént? Because you have not trusted God for it,yand
do not surrender yourself absolutely to God in thasdt.

A life of absolute surrender has its difficulti¢slo not deny that. Yes, it has something far ntbas
difficulties: it is a life that with men is absoély impossible. But by the grace of God, by the goaf God, by
the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, itadife to which we are destined, and a life thgiassible for us,
praise God! Let us believe that God will maintdin i

Some of you have read the words of that aged sdiof on his ninetis birthday, told of all God’s gim@ss to
him- | mean George Muller. What did he say he belieto be the secret of his happiness and of alblbssing
which God had given him? He said he believed thene two reasons. The one was that he had beetednab
by grace to maintain a good conscience before Ggdy day. The other was that he was a lover of$od
Word. Ah, yes, a good conscience is complete obedieo God day by day, and fellowship with God geay
in His Word and prayer-that is a life of absoluterender.

Such a life has two sides-on one side, absolutersder to work what God wants you to do; on theotide,
to let God work what He wants to do.

First, to do what God wants you to do.

Give yourselves up absolutely to the will of Godiuvknow something of that will; not enough, farmfrall.
But say absolutely to the Lord God: “By Your graaesire to do Your will in everything, every monienh
every day.” Say: “Lord God, not a word upon my toadput for Your glory. Not a movement of my tempat
for Your glory. Not an affection of love or hatenmy heart but for Your glory, and according to Y@lessed
will.”

Someone says: “Do you think that possible?”
| ask, What has God promised you, and what cand®dd fill a vessel absolutely surrendered to H{Di®
God wants to bless you in a way beyond what yoeetxf-rom the beginning, ear has not heard, neitagithe
eye seen, what God has prepared for them thaffevaitim (I Corinthians 2:9). God has prepared umtiez-
things, blessings much more wonderful than youigegine, more mighty than you can conceive. They ar
divine blessings. Oh, say now:

“I give myself absolutely to God, to His will, tamdnly what God wants.”

It is God who will enable you to carry out the suder.

And, on the other side, come and say: “I give nfyaa$olutely to God, to let Him work in me to walhd to do
of His good pleasure, as He has promised to do.”



Yes, the living God wants to work in His childrena way that we cannot understand, but that GodisdWas
revealed. He wants to work in us every moment efday. God is willing to maintain our life. Onlyt leur
absolute surrender be one of simple, childliked ambounded trust.

GOD BLESSES WHEN YOU SURRENDER
This absolute surrender to God brings wonderfud$itegs.

What Ahab said to his enemy, King Benhadad - “Myl}® king, according to your word | am your, afid a
that | have” will we not say to our God and loviRgther? If we do say it, God’s blessing will conp®ni us.
God wants us to be separate from the world. Weated to come out from the world that hates Gaan€
out for God, and say: “Lord, anything for You."yibu say that with prayer, and speak that into Gedis He
will accept it, and He will teach you what it means

| say again, God will bless you. You have beenipjor blessing. But do remember, there must lsolaie
surrender. At every tea-table you see it. Whyaspeured into that cup? Because it is empty, aneingiip for
the tea. But put ink or vinegar or wine into itdamill they pour the tea into the vessel? And card @ll you,

can God bless you if you are not absolutely sueesdito Him? He cannot. Let us believe God has eduabd
blessings for us if we will but stand up for Godlaay, be it with a trembling will, yet with a beling heart:

“O God, | accept Your demands. | am Yours andhalt t have. Absolute surrender is what my souldgdb
You by divine grace.”

You may not have such strong, clear feelings afesuter as you would like to have, but humble yduesein
His sight, and acknowledge that you have grievedHbly Spirit by your self-will, self-confidencend self-
effort. Bow humbly before Him in the confessiontlodt, and ask Him to break the heart and to browgigto
the dust before Him. Then, as you bow before Hust accept God’s teaching that in your flesh “trobells
no good thing” (Romans 7:18), and that nothing tlp you except another life which must come iauY
must deny self once and for all. Denying self nex&ry moment be the power of your life, and thensEhwvill
come in and take possession of you.

When was Peter delivered? When was the change atisbed? The change began with Peter weeping, and
the Holy Spirit came down and filled his heart.

God the Father loves to give us the power of thatS@/e have the Spirit of God dwelling within ud/e come
to God confessing that, and praising God for it gat confessing how we have grieved the Spiritd A&ren we
bow our knees to the Father to ask that He woudhgthen us with all might by the Spirit in the é@nman, and
that He would fill us with His mighty power. And #e Spirit reveals Christ to us, Christ comesve in our
hearts forever, and the self-life is cast out.

Let us bow before God in humility, and in that hlityjiconfess before Him the state of the whole €hulNo
words can tell the sad state of the Church of €bnsearth. | wish | had words to speak what | somes feel
about it. Just think of the Christians around ylado not speak of nominal Christians, or of proilegs
Christians, but | speak of hundreds and thousahbereest, earnest Christians who are not livindeaih the
power of God or to His glory. So little power, $itié devotion or consecration to God, so littleqeption of
the truth that a Christian is a man utterly surexad to God’s willl Oh, we want to confess the sih&od’s
people around us, and to humble ourselves.

We are members of that sickly body. The sicklirdgtie body will hinder us and break us down, usnles
come to God. We must, in confession, separate lwess&éom partnership with worldliness, with coldse
toward each other. We must give ourselves up tenitieely and wholly for God.



How much Christian work is being done in the spfithe flesh and in the power of selfl How muchrkyaay
by day, in which human energy-our will and our tbts about the work-is continually manifested, amd
which there is little waiting upon God and upon posver of the Holy Spirit! Let us make a confessiBut as
we confess the state of the Church, and the feeséeand sinfulness of work for God among us, letonse
back to ourselves. Who is there who truly longbdalelivered from the power of the self-life, whaly
acknowledges that it is the power of self and tashf, and who is willing to cast all at the feetGfrist? There
is deliverance.

| heard of one who had been an earnest Christrmhwé&o spoke about the “cruel” thought of separaéind
death. But you do not think that, do you? Whatveedo think of separation and death? This-deathtivapath
to glory for Christ. For the joy set before Him Eledured the cross. The cross was the birthplaeksof
everlasting glory. Do you love Christ? Do you Idngoe in Christ, and yet not like Him? Let deathidgou
the most desirable thing on earth, death to setf,fallowship with Christ. Separation-do you thihk hard
thing to be called to be entirely free from the ldpand by that separation to be united to GodHisdove, by
separation to become prepared for living and walkiith God every day? Surely one ought to say: ‘thing
to bring me to separation, to death, for a liféudiffellowship with God and Christ.”

Come and cast this self-life and flesh-life atfibset of Jesus. Then trust Him. Do not worry yowsslwith
trying to understand all about it, but come inlilig faith that Christ will come into you with ¢hpower of
His death and the power of His life. Then the HBpjrit will bring the whole Christ-Christ crucifieshd risen
and living in glory-into your heart.



2. “THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS LOVE”

| want to look at the fact of a life filled witheéhHoly Spirit more from the practical side. | wamishow how
this life will reveal itself in our daily walk ancbnduct.

Under the OIld Testament you know the Holy Spirienfcame upon men as a divine Spirit of revelaton
reveal the mysteries of God, or for power to dowloek of God. But He did not dwell in them then.Wamany
just want the Old Testament gift of power for woBkit, they know very little of the New Testamerit gf the
indwelling Spirit, animating and renewing the whbie. When God gives the Holy Spirit, His greajeuti is
the formation of a holy character. It is a giftaoholy mind and spiritual disposition, and whatveed, above
everything else, is to say:

“I must have the Holy Spirit sanctifying my wholenier life if | am really to live for God’s glory. “

You might say that when Christ promised the Spirithe disciples, He did so that they might haveigrao be
witnesses. True, but then they received the HolyitSip such heavenly power and reality that Hekioo
possession of their whole being at once and sadfittem as holy men for doing the work with poweetrey
had to do it. Christ spoke of power to the dis@pleut it was the Spirit filling their whole beitigat worked the
power.

| wish now to dwell upon the passage found in Gaahet5:22:
“The fruit of the Spirit is love.”

We read that “Love is the fulfilling of the law”’Romans 13: 10), and my desire is to speak on Is\&fruit of
the Spirit with a twofold object. One is that tierd may be a searchlight in our hearts, and gsva test by
which to try all our thoughts about the Holy Spaitd all our experience of the holy life. Let usdurselves by
this word. Has this been our daily habit, to seeké filled with the Holy Spirit as the Spirit aiMe? “The fruit
of the Spirit is love.” Has it been our experieticat the more we have of the Holy Spirit, the mokeéng we
become? In claiming the Holy Spirit, we should m#ke the first object of our expectation. The H8Iyirit
comes as a Spirit of love.

Oh, if this were true in the Church of Christ, hdifferent her state would be! May God help us tblged of
this simple, heavenly truth that the fruit of tha@r8 is a love which appears in the life. Justfas Holy Spirit
gets real possession of the life, the heart willilled with real, divine, universal love.

One of the great causes why God cannot bless Hisc@lis the lack of love. When the body is dividdatre
cannot be strength. In the time of their greagrelis wars, when Holland stood out so nobly ag&pstin, one
of their mottoes was: “Unity gives strength.” ltasly when God'’s people stand as one body, onad&od in
the fellowship of love, one toward another in daépction, one before the world in a love thatwald can
see-it is only then that they will have power towge the blessing which they ask of God. Rementiarit a
vessel that ought to be one whole is cracked irdnynpieces, it cannot be filled. You can take oz pf the
vessel and dip out a little water into that, butati want the vessel full, the vessel must be whithat is
literally true of Christ’'s Church. And if there ame thing we must pray for still, it is this-Lomthelt us together
into one by the power of the Holy Spirit. Let theli Spirit, who at Pentecost made them all of oearhand
one soul, do His blessed work among us. Praise @@edan love each other in a divine love, for “thaet of
the Spirit is love.” Give yourselves up to lovedahe Holy Spirit will come; receive the Spirit,chRle will
teach you to love more.

GOD IS LOVE

Now, why is it that the fruit of the Spirit is loveBecause God is love (I John 4:8).



And what does that mean?

It is the very nature and being of God to delightommunicating Himself. God has no selfishness] k&eps
nothing to Himself. God’s nature is to be alwaydmg. You see it, in the sun and the moon and tées sin
every flower, in every bird in the air, in everghiin the sea. God communicates life to His creatuknd the
angels around His throne, the seraphim and cheramibio are flames of fire, where does their glorgneo
from? It comes from God because He is love, andhparts to them part of His brightness and His
blessedness. And we, His redeemed children-Godhdslio pour His love into us. Why? Because, asd,s
God keeps nothing for Himself. From eternity God kas only begotten Son, and the Father gave Him al
things, and nothing that God had was kept backd‘{Sdove.”

One of the old Church fathers said that we canatiebunderstand the Trinity than as a revelatiosivane
love of the Father, the loving One, the Fountaitowé-the Son, the beloved one, the Reservoiryd,lm
whom the love was poured out-and the Spirit, thi@dj love that united both and then overflowed ititis
world. The Spirit of Pentecost, the Spirit of treglker, and the Spirit of the Son is love. And wttenHoly
Spirit comes to us and to other men, will He be eSpirit of love than He is in God? It cannotHe;cannot
change His nature. The Spirit of God is love, atte fruit of the Spirit is love.”

MANKIND NEEDS LOVE

Why is that so? That was the one great need of mdnthat was the thing which Christ’'s redemptiame to
accomplish: to restore love to this world.

When man sinned, why was it that he sinned? Sakish triumphed-he sought self instead of God. As |
look! Adam at once begins to accuse the womanahgded him astray. Love to God had gone; lovensn
was lost. Look again: of the first two childrenAdam, the one becomes a murderer of his brother.

Does that not teach us that sin had robbed thedvadibve? Ah! what a proof the history of the wbHas been
of love having been lost! There may have been lifehakamples of love even among the heathen, blyt as
a little remnant of what was lost. One of the wdingtgs sin did for man was to make him selfish, fo
selfishness cannot love.

The Lord Jesus Christ came down from heaven aSdheof God’s love. “God so loved the world that dideve
His only begotten Son” (John 3:16). God’s Son céanghow what love is , and He lived a life of Idwere on
earth in fellowship with His disciples, in compassbver the poor and miserable, in love even toddmmies.
And, He died the death of love. And when He wertklta heaven, whom did He send down? The Spirit of
love, to come and banish selfishness and envy add, @nd bring the love of God into the heartsneh. “The
fruit of the Spirit is love.”

And what was the preparation for the promise ofHbéy Spirit? You know that promise as found in the
fourteenth chapter of John’s Gospel. But remembetyrecedes in the thirteenth chapter. BeforesChri
promised the Holy Spirit, He gave a new commandireend about that new commandment He said wonderful
things. One thing was: “Even as | have loved youpse you one another.” To them His dying love wabe

the only law of their conduct and fellowship withoh other. What a message to those fishermenose timen

full of pride and selfishness! “Learn to love eather,” said Christ, “as | have loved you.” And twe grace of
God they did it. When Pentecost came, they wemnefheart and one soul. Christ did it for them.

And now He calls us to live and to walk in love. #emands that though a man hate you, still you lone
True love cannot be conquered by anything in heavem earth. The more hatred there is, the mae lo
triumphs through it all and shows its true natdit@s is the love that Christ commanded His disatte
exercise.



What more did He say? “By this shall all men kntnattyou are my disciples, if you have love onertother”
(John 13:35).

You all know what it is to wear a badge. And Chsiatd to His disciples in effect: “I give you a lged and that
badge is love. That is to be your mark. It is thé/ahing in heaven or on earth by which men caovkme.”
Do we not begin to fear that love has fled froméheth? That if we were to ask the world: “Have geen us
wear the badge of love?.” the world would say: “Mbat we have heard of the Church of Christ is thete is
not a place where there is no quarreling and saparalLet us ask God with one heart that we mapamtae
badge of Jesus’ love. God is able to give it.

LOVE CONQUERS SELFISHNESS
“The fruit of the Spirit is love.” Why? Because htg but love can expel and conquer our selfishness

Self is the great curse, whether in its relatiotm, or to our fellow-men in general, or to fell@kristians,
thinking of ourselves and seeking our own. Setfus greatest curse. But, praise God, Christ cannedeem us
from self. We sometimes talk about deliverance ftbenself-life-and thank God for every word thath ¢e
said about it to help us, But | am afraid some peetpnk deliverance from the self-life means thatv they
are no longer going to have any. trouble in serguogl. They forget that deliverance from self-lifeans to be
a vessel overflowing with love to everybody all theey.

And there you have the reason why many peoplefpraye power of the Holy Spirit. They get somethibut
oh, so little! because they prayed for power forkyand power for blessing, but they have not pdape
power for full deliverance from self. That means ooly the righteous self in fellowship with Godyttihe
unloving self in fellowship with men. And theredsliverance. “The fruit of the Spirit is love.” fihg you the
glorious promise of Christ that He is able todillr hearts with love.

A great many of us try hard at times to love. Wetdrforce ourselves to love, and | do not say ihatrong; it
is better than nothing. But the end of it is alwagsy sad. “I fail continually,” many must confegsid what is
the reason? The reason is simply this-they haverrearned to believe and accept the truth thaHtbig Spirit
can pour God’s love into their heart. That blessad has often been limited!-"The love of God i®dlabroad
in our hearts” (Romans 5:5). It has often been tstded in this sense: It means the love of God ¢o @h,
what a limitation! That is only the beginning. Tloge of God is always the love of God in its ertyiren its
fullness as an indwelling power. It is a love ofd2o me that leaps back to Him in love, and ovarido my
fellow-men in love-God’s love to me, and my loveGod, and my love to my fellowmen. The three are;on
you cannot separate them.

Do believe that the love of God can be shed abiogdur heart and mind so that we can love alldag.
“Ah!” you say, “how little | have understood that!”

Why is a lamb always gentle? Because that is iisr@aDoes it cost the lamb any trouble to be géniNo.
Why not? It is so beautiful and gentle. Has a lambtudy to be gentle? No. Why does that come sg?el is
its nature. And a wolf-why does it cost a wolf mouble to be cruel, and to put its fangs into therdamb or
sheep? Because that is its nature. It does nottbastemmon up its courage; the wolf-nature is.gher

And how can I learn to love? | cannot learn to lawgil the Spirit of God fills my heart with Godlsve, and |
begin to long for God’s love in a very differennse from which | have sought it so selfishly-a®mfort, a
joy, a happiness, and a pleasure to myself. Inatllearn it until | realize that “God is love,” @mo claim and
receive it as an indwelling power for self-sacefi¢ will not love until | begin to see that my gfomy
blessedness, is to be like God and like Chriggjvimg up everything in myself for my fellow-men.ayl God



teach us this! Oh, the divine blessedness of the Wath which the Holy Spirit can fill our heartSrhe fruit of
the Spirit is love.”

LOVE IS GOD’S GIFT
Once again | ask, Why must this be so? And my answ&Vithout this we cannot live the daily life loive.

How often, when we speak about the consecratedndehave to speak about temper, and people have
sometimes said: “You make too much of temper.”

| do not think we can make too much of it. Think ®moment of a clock and of what its hands meae. T
hands tell me what is within the clock, and if €gbat the hands stand still, or that the handstpaiong, or
that the clock is slow or fast, | say that somaghirside the clock is not working properly. And {@en is just
like the revelation that the clock gives of whatighin. Temper is a proof whether the love of Ghrs filling
the heart or not. How many there are who find siexan church, or in prayer meeting, or in work flee Lord-
diligent, earnest work-to be holy and happy thatheadaily life with wife and children. How manyd it
easier to be holy and happy outside the home th@ah\Where is the love of God? In Christ. God paspared
for us a wonderful redemption in Christ, and Hegleto make something supernatural of us. Have aradel
to long for it, ask for it, and expect it in itdlfiess?

Then there is the tongue! We sometimes speak dbtiguie when we talk of the better life, and thstfee life,
but just think what liberty many Christians givetbeir tongues. They say:

“I have a right to think what I like.”

When they speak about each other, when they sk their neighbors, when they speak about other
Christians, how often there are sharp remarks! kasgph me from saying anything that would be unloviagd
shut my mouth if | am not to speak in tender Idet what | am saying is a fact. How often sharpa@sm,
sharp judgment, hasty opinion, unloving words, secontempt of each other, secret condemnatioadf e
other are found among Christians who are bandesthegin work! Oh, just as a mother’s love covess h
children and delights in them and has the tendemspassion with their foibles or failures, so theught to
be in the heart of every believer a motherly lawedrd every brother and sister in Christ. Have gooed at
that? Have you sought it? Have you ever pleadedaresus Christ said: “As | have loved you tlgati also
love one another” (John 13:34). And He did notthat among the other commandments, but He saitfaote

“That is a new commandment, the one commandmene boe another as | have loved you” (John 13:34).

It is in our daily life and conduct that the froitthe Spirit is love. From that comes all the giaand virtues in
which love is manifested-joy, peace, long-sufferiggntleness, goodness-no sharpness or hardngssrin
tone, no unkindness or selfishness, meekness béfmdeand man. You see that all these are the gemtiees.
| have often thought as | read those words in Gidws, “Put on therefore as the elect of God, haly
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humblenessirad, meekness, longsuffering” (Colossians 3:it#)t if
we had written this, we should have put in thedooend the strong virtues, such as zeal, couragk, a
diligence. But we need to see how the gentlerpribst tender virtues are especially connected veffeddence
on the Holy Spirit. These are indeed heavenly gratkbey never were found in the heathen world. sThvas
needed to come from heaven to teach us. Your laasss is long-suffering, meekness, kindness; ylouy ¢s
humility before God. The fruit of the Spirit thaeHbrought from heaven out of the heart of the GieatiChrist,
and that He gives in our heatrt, is first and forstrlove.

You know what John says: “No man has seen Godyatirme. If we love one another; God dwells in uk” (
John 4:12). That is, | cannot see God, but as geosation | can see my brother, and if | love aod dwells
in me. Is that really true? That | cannot see Gadl,] must love my brother, and God will dwell irefhLoving



my brother is the way to real fellowship with Gathu know what John further says in that most soléash
“If a man say, | love God, and hates his brotherisha liar; for he that loves not his brother whioenhas seen,
how can he love God whom he has not seen?” (1 4d20). There is a brother, a most unlovable man. He
worries you every time you meet him. He is of teeywopposite disposition to yours. You are a carefu
businessman, and you have to associate with hyaunbusiness. He is most untidy, unbusiness-kkei say:

“I cannot love him.”

Oh, friend, you have not learned the lesson thaisCiwanted to teach above everything. Let a mawlte he
will, you are to love him. Love is to be the froitthe Spirit all the day and every day. Yes, h$té you don’t
love that unlovable man whom you have seen, howyoarlove God whom you have not seen? You can
deceive yourself with beautiful thoughts about layv{God. You must prove your love to God by youreldy
your brother; that is the one standard by which @dldudge your love to Him. If the love of God is your
heart, you will love your brother. The fruit of tiggirit is love.

And what is the reason that God’s Holy Spirit carncmme in power? Is it not possible?

You remember the comparison | used in speakingefessel. | can dip a little water into a smatised, but if
a vessel is to be full, it must be unbroken. Anel¢hildren of God, wherever they come togethewhatever
church or mission or society they belong, must leaeh other intensely, or the Spirit of God cardwHis
work. We talk about grieving the Spirit of God byprdliness and ritualism and formality and errodan
indifference. But, | tell you, the one thing abaxeerything that grieves God’s Spirit is this ladkave. Let
every heart search itself, and ask that God maglsea

OUR LOVE SHOWS GOD’S POWER

Why are we taught that “the fruit of the Spirilese™? Because the Spirit of God has come to makelaily
life an exhibition of divine power and a revelatioihwhat God can do for His children.

In the second and the fourth chapters of Acts,eel that the disciples were of one heart and oSoné
During the three years they had walked with Chtisty never had been in that spirit. All Chrisgacthing
could not make them of one heart and one soultli&uHoly Spirit came from heaven and shed the tdv@od
in their hearts, and they were of one heart andsoné The same Holy Spirit that brought the lo¥é@aven
into their hearts must fill us, too. Nothing lesdl @o. Even as Christ did, one might preach lowethree years
with the tongue of an angel, but that would notlteany man to love unless the power of the HolyiSghould
come upon him to bring the love of heaven intohaart.

Think of the Church at large. What divisions! Thioikthe different bodies. Take the question of iedis, take
the question of the cleansing blood, take the quesif the baptism of the Spirit-what differences aaused
among dear believers by such questions! That trereifferences of opinion does not trouble me.dd/'@ot
have the same constitution and temperament and. Birichow often hate, bitterness, contempt, sejmarat
and unlovingness are caused by the holiest trdte®d’s Word! Our doctrines, our creeds, have bmene
important than love. We often think we are valimtthe truth, and we forget God’s command to spgbak
truth in love. And it was so in the time of the Bahation between the Lutheran and Calvinistic chesc What
bitterness there was in regard to communion, whiak meant to be the bond of union among all beigtve
And so, through the ages, the very dearest trdt®od have become mountains that have separated us.

If we want to pray in power, and if we want to egpthe Holy Spirit to come down in power, and if indeed
want God to pour out His Spirit, we must enter iatcovenant with God that we will love one anotigh a
heavenly love.



Are you ready for that? Only that is true love tisdarge enough to take in all God’s children, thest
unloving and unlovable and unworthy and unbearabtetrying. If my vow-absolute surrender to God-was
sincere, then it must mean absolute surrendesetdithne love to fill me. | must be a servant ofédo love
every child of God around me. “The fruit of the &s love.”

Oh, God did something wonderful when He gave ChaisHis right hand, the Holy Spirit to come dowut of
the heart of the Father and His everlasting loved Aow we have degraded the Holy Spirit into a npenger
by which we have to do our work! God forgive us!,@at the Holy Spirit might be held in honor gsaaver to
fill us with the very life and nature of God and@ifirist!

CHRISTIAN WORK REQUIRES LOVE

“The fruit of the Spirit is love.” | ask once agaWvhy is it so? And the answer comes: That is tiilg power in
which Christians really can do their work. Yessitove that we need. We want not only love thabibind us
to each other, but we want a divine love in ourknsor the lost around us. Oh, do we not often utaker a
great deal of work-just as men undertake work afapkhropy-from a natural spirit of compassion dwr
fellow-men? Do we not often undertake Christiankvoecause our minister. or friend calls us to itiRiAlo we
not often perform Christian work with a certain lzeat without having had a baptism of love?

People often ask: “What is the baptism of fire?”
| have answered more than once: “I know no fire lifke fire of God, the fire of everlasting lovetthansumed
the sacrifice on Calvary.” The baptism of love isavthe Church needs, and to get that we must la¢gince

to get down on our faces before God in confessinod,plead:

“Lord, let love from heaven flow down into my hedram giving up my life to pray and live as oneonias,
given himself up for the everlasting love to dwelbnd fill him.”

Ali, yes, if the love of God were in our hearts,atla difference it would make! There are hundrddsebevers
who say:

“I work for Christ, and | feel | could work much teker, but | do not have the gift. | do not know homwhere
to begin. | do not know what | can do.”

Brother, sister, ask God to baptize you with theiSpf love, and love will find its way. Love isfare that will
burn through every difficulty. You may be a shysit&ting person, who cannot speak well, but lovelnarn
through everything. God fills us with love! We nagetbr our work.

You have read many a touching story of love exmesand you have said, How beautiful! | heard astdang
ago. A lady had been asked to speak at a Rescue Wbere there were a number of poor women. As she
arrived there and passed by the window with theanashe saw a wretched woman sitting outside aakdd:
“Who is that?”

The matron answered: “She has been into the hbausgdr forty times, and she has always gone aagajin.
Nothing can be done with her, she is so low and.h&ut the lady said: “She must come in.”

The matron then said: “We have been waiting for, ynd the company is assembled, and you have anly a
hour for the address.”

The lady replied: “No, this is of more importancatid she went outside where the woman was sittidgsaid:



“My sister, what is the matter?”
“I am not your sister,” was the reply.

The lady laid her hand on her, and said: “Yes, lyanr sister, and | love you”; and so she spokd th heart
of the poor woman was touched.

The conversation lasted some time, and the compasywaiting patiently. Ultimately, the lady broughé
woman into the room. There was the poor, wretctledraded creature, full of shame. She would natrsa
chair, but sat down on a stool beside the speakeds and she let her lean against her, withrines around
the poor woman’s neck, while, she spoke to thenaskeal people. And that love touched the woman’sthea
she had found one who really loved her, and thet grave access to the love of Jesus.

Praise God! there is love on earth in the heartSaaf's children; but oh, that there were more!

O God, baptize our ministers with a tender lovel aar missionaries, our Bible readers, our workansl, our
young men’s and young women’s associations. Ol Glbd would begin with us now, and baptize us with
heavenly love!

LOVE INSPIRES INTERCESSION
Once again. It is only love that can fit us for therk of intercession.

| have said that love must fit us for our work. Jpm1 know what the hardest and the most importamkugo
that has to be done for this sinful world? It is thork of intercession, the work of going to Godl &aking time
to lay hold of Him.

A man may be an earnest Christian, an earnesttennad a man may do good, but alas! how ofteimaseto
confess that he knows little of what it is to tawigh God. May God give us the great gift of arensessory
spirit, a spirit of prayer and supplication! Let @&k you in the name of Jesus not to let a day\p#lsut
praying for all saints, and for all God’s people.

| find there are Christians who think little of thafind there are prayer unions where they pathe
members, and not for all believers. | pray youetakne to pray for the Church of Christ. It is righ pray for
the heathen, as | have already said. God help piayomore for them. It is right to pray for missésies and
for evangelistic work and for the unconverted. Baul did not tell people to pray for the heathether
unconverted. Paul told them to pray for believB®xs.make this your first prayer every day: “Lorde$s your
saints everywhere.”

The state of Christ’s Church is indescribably I®lead for God’s people that He would visit theneguol for
each other, plead for all believers who are trymgork for God. Let love fill your heart. Ask Cktito pour
fresh love into you everyday. Try to grasp, by @y Spirit of God: | am separated unto the Holyripand
the fruit of the Spirit is love. God help us to enstand it.

May God grant that we learn day by day to wait nopretly upon Him. We must not wait upon God ordy f
ourselves, or the power to do so will soon be Bat, we must give ourselves up to the ministry Hrallove of
intercession, and pray more for God’s people ireganfor God’s people around us, for the Spiritavie in
ourselves and in them, and for the work of God reecannected with. The answer will surely come, amd
waiting upon God will be a source of untold blegsamd power. “The fruit of the Spirit is love.”



Have you a lack of love to confess before God? Thake confession and say before Him, “O Lord, nck la
of heart, my lack of love-I confess it.” And thexs you cast that lack at His feet, believe thabtbed cleanses
you, that Jesus comes in His mighty, cleansingnggyower to deliver you, and that He will give Hisly

Spirit. “The Fruit of the Spirit is love.”



3. SEPARATED UNTO THE HOLY SPIRIT

“Now there were in the church that was at Antioehtan prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, ancSitmat
was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaend Saul. “As they ministered to the Lord, &amsted,
the Holy Ghost said, Separate me -Barnabas and@atke work whereunto | have called them.

“And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid theds on them, they sent them away. So theyglseint
forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto SeleuciattéAL3:1-4).

In the story of our text, we find some preciousutiiats to guide us to what God would have of us,vaimak
God would do for us. The great lesson of the vegsesed is this: The Holy Spirit is the directortbé work of
God upon the earth. And what we should do if wetamgghtly work for God, and if God is to blessrauork,
is to see that we stand in a right relationshiglie Holy Spirit. We must see that we give Him plece of
honor that belongs to Him everyday. In all our wanrd (what is more) in all our Private, inner lifiee Holy
Spirit must always have the first place. Let menpout to you some of the precious thoughts ousage
suggests.

First of all, we see that God has His own plan$iwgigard to His Kingdom. His church at Antioch Hoeen
established. God had certain plans and intentiotitsregard to Asia and with regard to Europe. He ha
conceived them; they were His, and He made therwiro His servants.

Our great Commander organizes every campaign, @éddterals and officers do not always know thatgre
plans. They often receive sealed orders, and theg to wait for Him to reveal their contents. Gndheaven
has wishes and a will, in regard to any work thaghd to be done, and to the way in which it halseaone.
Blessed is the man who receives God's secrets ankswinder Him.

Some years ago, at Wellington, South Africa, whédinee, we opened a Mission Institute-what is caththere
a fine, large building. At our opening service® frincipal said something that | have never fdegotHe
remarked:

“Last year we gathered here to lay the foundationes and what was there then to be seen? Nothiing b
rubbish and stones and bricks and ruins of an wildibg that had been pulled down. There we la& th
foundation stone, and very few knew what the bogdias that was to rise. No one knew it perfectlgvery
detail except one man, the architect. In his mirvdais all clear, and as the contractor and the masd the
carpenter came to do their work, they took theiteos from him. The humblest laborer had to be aoedd
orders. The structure rose, and this beautifuldngl has been completed. And just so,” he addéds Huilding
that we open today is but laying the foundatioa @fork of which only God knows what is to become.”

But God has His workers and His plans clearly mdppé. Our position is to wait so that God may
communicate to us as much of His will as is needful

We simply have to be faithful in obedience, cargyout His orders. God has a plan for His Churcleanth.
But alas! we too often make our own plan. We ttihmt we know what ought to be done. We ask Gotltbrs
bless our feeble efforts, instead of absolutelysiely to go unless God goes before us. God hasgdaior the
work and the extension of His Kingdom. The Holyr&gias had that work given in charge to Him, “Wark
whereunto | have called them.” May God, therefbrdp us all to be afraid of touching “the ark ofd3¢2
Samuel 6:6), except as we are led by the Holy Spiri

Then the second thought-God is willing and ableeteeal to His servants what His will is.



Yes, blessed be God, communications still come doam heaven! As we read here what the Holy Spaitl,
so the Spirit will still speak to His Church andsHtieople. In these latter days, He has often dohkeihas
come to individual men, and by His divine teachitghas led them out into fields of labor that oshesuld
not at first understand or approve. He has led timoways and methods that did not appeal to tagnity.
But the Holy Spirit still, in our time, teaches Htisople. Thank God, in our foreign missionary stegseand in
our home missions, and in a thousand forms of wibekguiding of the Holy Spirit is known. But (weeaall
ready, | think, to confess) He is too little knowde have not learned to wait upon Him enough, andes
should make a solemn declaration before God: Oh @edvant to wait more for You to show us Your will

Do not ask God only for power. Many a Christian hssown plan of working, but God must send the @ow
The man works in his own will, and God must give frace-the one reason why God often gives se ¢jttice
and so little success. But let us all take ourelaefore God, and say:

“What is done in the will of God, the strength addswill not be withheld from it. What is done irethwill of
God must have the mighty blessing of God.”

And so let our first desire be to have the willGdd revealed.

If you ask me, Is it any easy thing to get thesamainications from heaven, and to understand therafd ive
you the answer. It is easy to those who are ingrégdlowship with heaven, and who understand thefa
waiting on God in prayer. How often we ask: How egmerson know the will of God? And people wantewh
they are in perplexity, to pray very earnestlylsat {IGod would answer them at once. But God can r@vigal
His will to a heart that is humble and tender amgby. God can only reveal His will in perplexitiasd special
difficulties to a heart that has learned to obey lanor Him loyally in little things and in dailifé.

That brings me to the third thought- Note the dsspon to which the Spirit reveals God’s will.

What do we read here? There were a number of meistering to the Lord and fasting, and the Holyrpi
came and spoke to them. Some people understangiaisage as they would in reference to a missionary
committee of our day. We see there is an open,feeld we have had our missions in other fields.af¢egoing
to get on to that field. We have virtually settteédt, and we pray about it. But the position waswy different
one in those former days. | doubt whether any effrtlthought of Europe (for later on even Paul hifrtsield to
go back into Asia) until the night vision calledrhby the will of God. Look at those men. God hade&lo
wonders. He had extended the Church to AntiochHmtad given rich and large blessing. Now, herewe
these men ministering to the Lord, serving Him vathyer and fasting. What a deep conviction thexeH#
must all come directly from heaven. We are in f@8tip with the risen Lord; we must have a closennith
Him, and somehow He will let us know what He wandgd there they were, empty, ignorant, helplesadg
and joyful, but deeply humbled.

“O Lord,” they seem to say, “we are Your servaatg] in fasting and prayer we wait upon You. Whatasir
will for us?”

Was it not the same with Peter? He was on the bopisiasting and praying, and little did he thirfkiee vision
and the command to go to Caesarea. He was ignafraritat his work might be.

It is in hearts entirely surrendered to the Lorsude separating themselves from the world, and &eem
ordinary religious exercises, and giving themselye intense prayer to look to their Lord, tHa heavenly
will of God will be made manifest.

You know that word fasting occurs a second timehthird verse): “They fasted and prayed.” When y
pray, you love to go into your closet, accordinghte command of Jesus, and shut the door. Youahut
business and company and pleasure and anythingahatistract, and you want to be alone with Gad.iB



one way, even the material world follows you théfeu must eat. These men wanted to shut themselues
from the influences of the material and the visibled they fasted. What ,they ate was simply enoogapply
the wants of nature. In the intensity of their sotihey thought to give expression to their letgogof
everything on earth in their fasting before God, lhy God give us that intensity of desire-thatsation
from everything-because we want to wait upon Ghal, the Holy Spirit may reveal to us God'’s blesadd

The fourth thought- What is now the will of Godths Holy Spirit reveals it? It is contained in qulease:
Separation unto the Holy Spirit. That is the kegnoft the message from heaven.

“Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whevdurave called them. The work is mine; and | daret;
and | have chosen these men and called them;wadtlyou who represent the Church of Christ upathda
set them apart unto me.”

Look at this heavenly message in its twofold aspEoe men were to be set apart to the Holy Sgint] the
Church was to do this separating work. The HolyiSpould trust these men to do it in a right dpifihere they
were abiding in fellowship with the heavenly. ThelyHSpirit could say to them, “Do the work of segitang
these men.” And these were the men the Holy St prepared, and He could say of them, “Let them b
separated unto me.”

Here we come to the very root - the very life af treed of Christian workers. The question is: Whaeeded

so that the power of God would rest on us more tityghWhat is needed so that the blessing of Godldvbe
poured out more abundantly among those poor, wedtpleople and perishing sinners among whom we ?abor
And the answer from heaven is:

“I want men separated unto the Holy Spirit.”

What does that imply? You know that there are tpidts on earth. Christ said, when He spoke aboettoly
Spirit: “The world cannot receive him” (John 14:1Paul said: “We have received not the spirit @fworld,
but the Spirit that is of God” (I Corinthians 2:12Zhat is the great want in every worker-the spfithe world
going out, and the Spirit of God coming in to tgkessession of the inner life and of the whole being

| am sure there are workers who often cry to Gaodie Holy Spirit to come upon them as a Spiripofver for
their work. When they feel that measure of powed @eceive blessing, they thank God for it. But Gahts
something more and something higher. God wante sedk for the Holy Spirit as a Spirit of poweioimr own
heart and life, to conquer self and cast out gid,ta work the blessed and beautiful image of Jedoaus.

There is a difference between the power of theitSysra gift and the power of the Spirit for theag of a holy
life. A man may often have a measure of the powéne Spirit, but if there is not a large measuréhe Spirit
as the Spirit of grace and holiness, the defedtheilevident in his work. He may be made the meéns
conversion, but he never will help people on toghér standard of spiritual life. When he passeayaw great
deal of his work may pass away, too. But a man islseparated unto the Holy Spirit is a man whavsmgup
to say:

“Father, let the Holy Spirit have full dominion auwae, in my home, in my temper, in every word of my
tongue, in every thought of my heart, in everyifegetoward my fellow-men. Let the Holy Spirit hagstire
possession.”

Is that what has been the longing and the covesfaydur heart with your God-to be a man or a woman
separated and given up unto the Holy Spirit? | p@y listen to the voice of heaven: “Separate raaid the
Holy Spirit. Yes, separated unto the Holy SpiriayMGod grant that the Word may enter into the depths of
our being to search us, and if we discover thahaee not come out from the world entirely-if Goddoses to
us that self-life, self-will, self-exaltation areere-let us humble ourselves before Him.



Man, woman, brother, sister, you are a worker sgpdrunto the Holy Spirit. Is that true? Has tredrbyour
longing desire? Has that been your surrender? lidddbeen what you have expected through faitherptiwer
of our Risen and Almighty Lord Jesus? If not, hisrthe call of faith, and here is the key of blegsseparated
unto the Holy Spirit. God write the word in our hisa

| said the Holy Spirit spoke to that church as arch capable of doing that work. The Holy Spinitsied them.
God grant that our churches, our missionary s@setind our workers’ unions, that all our directonrd
councils and committees may be men and women whbtdor the work of separating workers unto thelyH
Spirit. We can ask God for that, too.

Then comes my fifth thought, and it is this: Thayhpartnership with the Holy Spirit in this worlebomes a
matter of consciousness and of action.

These men, what did they do? They set apart PauBamabas, and then it is written of the two that,
being sent forth by the Holy Spirit, went down titica. Oh, what fellowship! The Holy Spirit in hean doing
part of the work, men on earth doing the other.pfter the ordination of the men on earth, it isttgn in
God's inspired Word that they were sent forth by iHoly Spirit.

And see how this partnership calls to new prayerfasting. They had for a certain time been minisggto the
Lord and fasting, perhaps days. The Holy Spiria&geand they have to do the work and to enter into
partnership, and at once they come together foempayer and fasting. That is the spirit in whicbyt obey
the command of their Lord. And that teaches usithatnot only in the beginning of our Christiarork, but all
along, that we need to have our strength in prdi/drere is one thought with regard to the Chus€iChrist
which at times comes to me with overwhelming sorribwhere is one thought in regard to my own bife
which | am ashamed; if there is one thought of whiteel that the Church of Christ has not acceaisd not
grasped,; if there is one thought which makes mg fwr&od: “Oh, teach us by Your grace, new thingss-the
wonderful power that prayer is meant to have inkKlhmgdom. We have so little availed ourselves of it

We have all- read the expression of Christian inygun’s great work, when he found he had the kdysn
breast that should unlock the dungeon. We havkdfiehat can unlock the dungeon of atheism foiThs.
Holy Spirit, into whose hands God has put the wbds been called “the executive of the Holy Tririifjhe
Holy Spirit has not only power, but He has the Bpirlove. He is brooding over this dark world aenkry
sphere of work in it, and He is willing to blessadAwhy is there not more blessing? There can bearé
answer. We have not honored the Holy Spirit ashegilsl have done. Is there one who can say thats it
true? Is not every thoughtful heart ready to cfyod forgive me that | have not honored the HolyiSps |
should have done, that | have grieved Him, thaehallowed self, the flesh, and my own will to werhere
the Holy Spirit should have been honored! May Gargive me that | have allowed self, the flesh, dredwill
to actually have the place that God wanted the 3plyit to have.”

Oh, the sin is greater than we know! No wonder thate is so much feebleness and failure in therc@hof
Christ!



4. PETER’S REPENTANCE

“And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. AntePeemembered the word of the Lord, how he hadl sai
unto him, Before the cock crow, you shall deny hrece. And Peter went out, and wept bitterly” (LUX&61,
62).

That was the turning point in the life of Peterri@hhad said to him: “You cannot follow me nowbbh
13:36). Peter was not in a fit state to follow Ghrbecause he had not been brought to an endhstlii He
did not know himself, and he therefore could ndibfe Christ. But when he went out and wept bittethen
came the great change. Christ previously saidrto AiVhen you are converted, strengthen your brethre
(Luke 22:32). Here is the point Where Peter wawveded from self to Christ.

| thank God for the story of Peter. | do not knowan in the Bible who gives us greater comfort. Whe

look at his character, so full of failures, andvaat Christ made him by the power of the Holy Spthere is
hope for every one of us. But remember, beforesthauld fill Peter with the Holy Spirit and mak&ew man
of him, he had to go out and weep bitterly; he tealde humbled. If we want to understand this, hkithere are
four points that we must look at. First, let usk@ Peter the devoted disciple of Jesus; neetdr as he lived
the life of self; then, at Peter in his repentarase] last, at what Christ made of Peter by the Sqlyit.

PETER THE DEVOTED DISCIPLE OF CHRIST

Christ called Peter to forsake his nets and folltim. Peter did it at once, and afterward he coigttly say to
the Lord:

“We have forsaken all and followed you” (Matthew.2B).

Peter was a man of absolute surrender; he gavk tapf@llow Jesus. Peter was also a man of redzbd@nce.
You remember Christ said to him, “Launch out irtte teep, and let down your nets.” Peter the fisharm
knew there were no fish there, for they had besmrig all night and had caught nothing; but he:s#&ityour
word | will let down the net” (Luke 5:4,5). He sulitad to the word of Jesus. Further, he was a ngneat
faith. When he saw Christ walking on the sea, I $bord, if it be you, bid me come unto you” (Mhew
14:-28). At the voice of Christ, he stepped outhef boat and walked on the water.

And Peter was a man of spiritual insight. When &thasked the disciples: “Whom say you that | am?”

Peter was able to answer: “You are the ChristSiwe of the living God.” And Christ said: “Blesser@ gou,
Simon Barjona; for flesh and blood has not revedledto you, but my Father which is in heaven” (Maw
16:15-17). And Christ spoke of him as the rock nmaarg of his having the keys of the Kingdom. Petas &
splendid man, a devoted disciple of Jesus, and ¥ére living now, everyone would say that he was a
advanced Christian. And yet how much there was iwagm Peter!

PETER LIVING THE LIFE OF SELF

You recollect that just after Christ had said tmhiFlesh and blood has not revealed it unto yau,nby Father
which is in heaven,” Christ began to speak abostddiferings, and Peter dared to say, “Be it famfryou,
Lord; this shall not be unto you.” Then Christ haday: “Get you behind me, Satan; for you savartine
things that be of God, but those that be of menatfhew 16:22-23).

There was Peter in his self-will, trusting his owisdom, and actually forbidding Christ to go and.dVhere
did that come from? Peter trusted in himself arsddwvn thoughts about divine things. We see latenmre
than once, that the disciples questioned who shoellitie greatest among them. Peter was one of treirhe



thought he had a right to the very first place.ddaght his own honor above the others. The lifgetffwas
strong in Peter. He had left his boats and his, hetisnot his old self.

When Christ had spoken to him about His sufferiags, said: “Get you behind me, Satan,” He followtag
by saying: “If any man will come after me, let hdany himself, and take up his cross, and follow me”
(Matthew 16:24). No man can follow Him unless heslthat. Self must be utterly denied. What doets tha
mean? When Peter denied Christ, we read that Helgae times: “I know Him not” (Luke 22:57). Inhatr
words he said, “I have nothing to do with Him; Held are not friends. | deny having any connectiatin
Him.” Christ told Peter that he must deny self.f&alist be ignored, and its every claim rejectecatTisi the
root of true discipleship. But Peter did not untkand it and could not obey it. And what happenedielthe
last night came, Christ said to him:

“Before the cock crow twice you shall deny me tati@Mark 14:30).

But with self-confidence Peter said: “Though aliklhe offended, yet | will not! | am ready to gatkvyou, to
prison and to death” (Mark 14:29; Luke 22:33).

Peter meant it honestly, and he really intendetbtd; but Peter did not know himself. He did netieve he
was as bad as Jesus said he was.

We perhaps think of individual sins that come befvas and God. But what are we to do with that-kfll
which is all unclean-our very nature? What are avéd with that flesh that is entirely under the powf sin?
Deliverance from that is what we need. Peter kriewat, and therefore it was in self-confidence tiatvent
forth and denied his Lord.

Notice how Christ uses that word deny twice. He saiPeter the first time, “Deny himself” (Matthehg:24);
He said to Peter the second time, “You shall degy (Matthew 26:34). It is either of the two. Theseno other
choice for us; we must either deny self or denyisEhfhere are two great powers fighting each ottner self-
nature in the power of sin, and Christ in the powafeBod. Either of these must rule within us.

It was self that made the devil. He was an ang@ad, but he wanted to exalt self. He became d dekell.
Self was the cause of the fall of man. Eve wantedething for herself, and so our first parentsifeth all the
wretchedness of sin. We, their children, have inde@n awful nature of sin.

PETER'S REPENTANCE

Peter denied his Lord three times, and then thd lawked upon him. That look of Jesus broke Petezat.
The terrible sin that he had committed, the teerfiallure that had come, and the depth into whiehdd fallen
suddenly opened up before him. Then, “Peter wehaod wept bitterly.”

Oh!'who can tell what that repentance must havab&airing the following hours of that night, ane thext
day-when he saw Christ crucified and buried, ardnigxt day, the Sabbath-oh, what hopeless desmiir a
shame he must have felt!

“My Lord is gone; my hope is gone; and | denied lnoyd. After that life of love, after that blessesllbwship
of three years, | denied my Lord. God have meraynupe!”

| do not think we can imagine the depth of humitiatPeter sank into then. But that was the turipioigt and
the change. On the first day of the week, Christ gen by Peter, and in the evening He met himtivith
others. Later on at the Sea of Galilee, He askex ‘hiove you me?” (John 21:17). Peter was madebgathe
thought that the Lord reminded him of having dertioh three times, and said in sorrow, but in upimgss:
“Lord, you know. all things; you know that | lovey” (John 21:17).



PETER TRANSFORMED

Now, Peter was prepared for deliverance from s@ld, that is my last thought. You know Christ toak Rvith
the others to the footstool of the throne, and th&m to wait there. Then, on the day of PentetiostHoly
Spirit came, and Peter was a changed man. | daaat you to think only of the change in Peter hatt
boldness, that power, that insight into the Scrgguand that blessing with which he preacheddagt Thank
God for that. But there was something deeper attdrb&hich happened to Peter. His whole nature was
changed. The work that Christ began in Peter whetobked upon him was perfected when he was fillgd
the Holy Spirit.

If you want to see that, read the first epistl®efer. You know wherein Peter’s failings lay. Winensaid to
Christ, in effect: “You never can suffer; it canma’-it showed he did not have a conception of whats to
pass through death into life. Christ said: “Denungelf,” and in spite of that he denied his Lorch&k Christ
warned him: “You shall deny me” (Matthew 26:34)ddre insisted that he never would, Peter showed how
little he understood what there was in himself. ®hen | read his epistle and hear him say: “If peu
reproached for the name of Christ, happy are yauhte spirit of glory and of God rests upon youPéter
4:14), then | say that it is not the old Peter,that it is the very Spirit of Christ breathing asykaking within
him.

| read again how he says: “Hereunto were you calteduffer, because Christ also suffered” (I Patéd). 1
understand what a change had come over Peterathstelenying Christ, he found joy and pleasureawing
self denied, crucified, and given up to the deAtid therefore, we read in Acts that when he waleddlefore
the Council he could boldly say: “We ought to olé&yd rather than men” (Acts 5:29), and that he coetdrn
with the other disciples and rejoice that they wayented worthy to suffer for Christ’'s name.

You remember his self-exaltation; but now he hamébout that “the ornament of a meek and quieitspim
the sight of God of great price” (I Peter 3:4). Aghe tells us to be “subject one to another, amdlbthed with
humility” (1 Peter 5:5).

Dear friend, | implore you, look at Peter utterhanged-the self-pleasing, the self-trusting, thiesseeking
Peter, full of sin, continually getting into troeblfoolish and impetuous, now filled with the Spamnd the life
of Jesus. Christ had done it for him by the Holyrigp

And now, what is the point in my having thus veriefly pointed to the story of Peter? That storysinioe the
history of every believer who is really to be madealessing by God. That story is a prophecy of vevatyone
can receive from God in heaven.

Now, let us just glance hurriedly at what thessdes teach us.

The first lesson is this - You may be a very earrggxdly, devoted believer, in whom the power & flesh is
still very strong.

That is a very solemn truth. Peter, before he dk@ierist, had cast out devils and had healed tie ¥iet, the
flesh had power; and, the flesh had room in him,. li&hoved, we have to realize that it is becauseetls so
much of that self-life in us that the power of Gmahnot work in us as mightily as He desires thshduld
work. Do you realize that the great God is longimglouble His blessing, to give tenfold blessingtiyh us?
But there is something hindering Him, and that sitwng is a proof of nothing but the self-life. Wadkt about
the pride of Peter, and the impetuosity of Peted, the self confidence of Peter. It is all rootedhat one word,
self Christ had said, “Deny self,” and Peter hadeneinderstood, and never obeyed. Every failingecant of
that.



What a solemn thought, and what an urgent pleaddo cry: Oh God, do show this to us so that radnes
may be living the self-life! It has happened to pleovho have been Christians for years; it has éapg to
people who have perhaps occupied prominent posHigrd found them out and taught them to find oouab
themselves. They became utterly ashamed and tékehbrbefore God. Oh, the bitter shame and sorrapam
and agony that came to them, until at last theydoathat there was deliverance! Peter went out agjot w
bitterly. There may be many godly people in whom power of the flesh still rules.

And then my second lesson is - It is the work aftldlessed Lord Jesus to disclose the power of self.

How was it that Peter-the carnal Peter, self-wilkader, Peter with the strong self-love-ever becaman of
Pentecost and the writer of his epistles? It wasibge Christ placed him in charge, and Christ veatdver
him, and Christ taught and blessed him. The wamihgt Christ had given him were part of the tragniLast
of all, there came that look of love. In His suiifey, Christ did not for-get him, but turned arowartd looked
upon him, and “Peter went out and wept bitterlyridithe Christ who led Peter to Pentecost is waitialgy to
take charge of every heart that is willing to saoder itself to Him.

Are there not some saying: “Ah! that is the probleith me; it is always the self-life, self-comfosglf-
consciousness, self-pleasing, and self-will. Howlaonget rid of it?”

My answer is: It is Christ Jesus who can rid yoiut.dlo one else but Christ Jesus can give delivedrom
the power of self. And what does He ask you toldeasks that you should humble yourself before Him.



5. IMPOSSIBLE WITH MAN, POSSIBLE WITH GOD

“And he said, the things which are impossible witen are possible with God” (Luke 18:27).

Christ had said to the rich young ruler, “Selltakt you have ... and come, follow me.” The yourapment
away sorrowful. Christ then turned to the disciplasd said: “How hardly shall they that have rgleater into
the kingdom of God!” The disciples, we read, wereadjy astonished, and answered: “Who, then, can be
saved?” And Christ gave this blessed answer: “hivggs which are impossible with men are possiblé wi
God” (Luke 18:2227).

The text contains two thoughts-that in the questibsalvation and of following Christ by a holydifit is
impossible for man to do it. And then alongsidd tedahe thought-- What is impossible with manasgible
with God.

These two thoughts mark the two great lessonathaathas to learn in the Christian life. It oftekes a long
time to learn the first lesson-that in the Christife man can do nothing, that salvation is imjagssto man.
And often a man learns that, and yet he does aot ke second lesson-what has been impossibientsh
possible with God. Blessed is the man who leariis lessons! The learning of them marks stagesén th
Christian’s life.

MAN CANNOT

The one stage is when a man is trying to do hiostrand fails, when a man tries to do better ahsl dgain,
when a man tries much more and always fails. Angdway often he does not even then learn the redaftith
man it is impossible to serve God and Christ. Pgtent three years in Christ’s school, and he nieaened, it
is impossible, until he had denied his Lord, weuit and wept bitterly. Then he learned it.

Just look for a moment at a man who is learning lgsson. At first, he fights against it. Thenshbémits to it,
but reluctantly and in despair. At last, he accépisllingly and rejoices in it. At the beginningf the Christian
life, the young convert has no conception of thight. He has been converted; he has the joy dfdhe in his
heart; he begins to run the race and fight thdebaiie is sure he can conquer, for he is earneshanest, and
God will help him. Yet, somehow, very soon he failsere he did not expect it, and sin gets the befteim.
He is disappointed, but he thinks: “I was not aawsi enough. | did not make my resolutions stroraugh.”
And again he vows, and again he prays, and yetitse He thinks: “Am | not, a redeemed man? Hametlthe
life of God within me?” And he thinks again: “Yemd | have Christ to help me. I can live the hdk.’l

At a later period, he comes to another state ofintite begins to see such a life is impossibleheudoes not
accept it. There are multitudes of Christians wbime to this point: “I cannot.” They then think tiabd never
expected them to do what they cannot do. If yduthelm that God does expect it, it is a mysterthem. A
good many Christians are living a low life-a lifefailure and of sin-instead of rest and victorgchuse they
began to say: “l cannot, it is impossible.” And ety do not understand it fully. So, under theresgion, |
cannot, they give way to despair. They will do thmgst, but they never expect to get on very far.

But God leads His children on to a third stage. &nmomes to take, it is impossible, in its fullfruand yet at
the same time says: “I must do it, and | will ddt is impossible for man, and yet | must do itliélrenewed
will begins to exercise its whole power, and ireitge longing and prayer begins to cry to God: “|L.ardat is
the meaning of this? How am I to be freed fromgbeer of sin?”

It is the state of the regenerate man in Romaragteh seven. There you will find the Christian ngmg his
very utmost to live a holy life. God’s law has beewnealed to him as reaching down into the verytiepthe
desires of the heart. The man can dare to say:



“I delight in the law of God after the inward madro will what is good is present with me. My heantés the
law of God, and my will has chosen that law.”

Can a man like that fail, with his heart full ofligéat in God’s law and with his will determined o ‘What is
right? Yes. That is what Romans, chapter sevemésags. There is something more needed. Not onyy mu
delight in the law of God after the inward man avill what God wills, but | need a divine omnipotento
work it in me. And that is what the apostle Paaltees in Philippians 2:13: “It is God which worksyou, both
to will and to do of his good pleasure.”

Note the contrast. In Romans, chapter seven, fenerate man says: “To will is present with me,Hmw to
perform that which is good I find not” (Romans 7).1But in Philippians, chapter two, you have a médro has
been led on farther. He is a man who understaradsshen God has worked the renewed will, God wileg
the power to accomplish what that will desires. ligteceive this as the first great lesson in pitsal life: “It
is impossible for me, my God. Let there be an dnttie@flesh and all its powers, an end of self, Etdt be my
glory to be helpless.

Praise God for the divine teaching that makes (sdss!

When you thought of absolute surrender to God, werenot brought to an end of yourself? Did you fieet
that you could see how you actually could live asam absolutely surrendered to God every mometiieof
day-at your table, in your house, in your busingsthe midst of trials and temptations? | pray yearn the
lesson now. If you felt you could not do it, yoe &am the right road, if you let yourselves be ldcept that
position, and maintain it before God: “My heartssde and delight, O God, is absolute surrenddr] tannot
perform it. It is impossible for me to live thafiei it is beyond me.” Fall down and learn that wiyen are
utterly helpless, God will come to work in you motly to will, but also to do.

GOD CAN
Now comes the second lesson. “The things whichnapessible with men are possible with God. “

| said a little while ago that there is many a mdro has learned the lesson, it is impossible wigmnand then
he gives up in helpless despair. He lives a wret&@ieristian life, without joy or strength or vicjorAnd why?
Because he does not humble himself to learn tiharr dsson: With God all things are possible.

Your Christian life is to be a continuous prooftt@od works impossibilities. Your Christian lifetis be a
series of impossibilities made possible and adiyabod’s almighty power. That is what the Christregeds.
He has an almighty God that he worships, and he leas to understand that he does not need e dittl
God'’s power. But, he needs-with reverence be d-8# whole of God’s omnipotence to keep him rigimigl to
live like a Christian.

The whole of Christianity is a work of God’s omnipnce. Look at the birth of Christ Jesus. That avasracle
of divine power, and it was said to Mary: “With Gondthing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37). It whs t
omnipotence of God. Look at Christ’s resurrectife are taught that it was according to the excegdin
greatness of His mighty power that God raised Chasn the dead.

Every tree must grow on the root from which it sgs. An oak tree three hundred years old growthaltime
on the one root from which it had its beginningri€iranity had its beginning in the omnipotencezafd. In
every soul, Christianity must have its continuaimcthat omnipotence. All the possibilities of thighner
Christian life have their origin in a new understang of Christ’'s power to work all God’s will in us



| want to call on you now to come and worship anighty God. Have you learned to do it? Have youried
to deal so closely with an almighty God that yoewromnipotence is working in you? In outward appeae
there is often little sign of it.

The apostle Paul said: “I was with you in weakreass in fear and in much trembling, and ... my pheagwas
... In demonstration of the Spirit and of powerCrinthians 2:3,4). From the human side there fe@kleness;
from the divine side there was divine omnipoteraad that is true of every godly life. If we wouldly learn
that lesson better, and give a wholehearted, ushelivsurrender to it, we would learn what blessesltiesre is
in dwelling every hour and every moment with anigimty God. Have you ever studied in the Bible the
attribute of God’s omnipotence? You know that isv@od’s omnipotence that created the world, anatede
light out of darkness, and created man. But havesyodied God’s omnipotence in the works of redeongt

Look at Abraham. When God called him to be thedratf that people out of which Christ was to benbéte
said to him: “I am the Almighty God, walk before raed be you perfect” (Genesis 17: 1)". And Godnedi
Abraham to trust Him as the omnipotent One. Whetheas his going out to a land that he did notwnor
his faith as a pilgrim midst the thousands of Caitaa-his faith said: “This is my land.” Whethemias his
faith in waiting twenty-five years for a son in likl age, against all hope, or whether it was #igng up of
Isaac from the dead on Mount Moriah when he wasgyto sacrifice him-Abraham believed God. He was
strong in faith, giving glory to God, because hecamted Him who had promised able to perform.

The cause of the weakness of your Christian lithas you want to work it out partly, and to letdGeelp you.
And that cannot be. You must come to be utterlpliesk, to let God work. He will work gloriously.i# this
that we need if we are indeed to be workers for.&oduld go through Scripture and prove to you hdeses,
when he led Israel out of Egypt; how Joshua, wheehrbught them into the land of Canaan; how all’'&od
servants in the Old Testament counted on the ontemipe of God doing impossibilities. And this Gocek
today; and this God is the God of every child of.HAnd yet some of us want God to give us a litdg while
we do our best, instead of coming to understand @lod wants, and to say: “I can do nothing. God transl
will do all.” Have you said: “In worship, in workn sanctification, in obedience to God, | can dthimay of
myself, and so my place is to worship God, andeleelse that He will work in me every moment™? Ohgyn
God teach us this! Oh, that God would by His gisttewv you what a God you have, and to what a God you
have entrusted yourself-an omnipotent God. He lisngj with His whole omnipotence, to place Himseatfthe
disposal of every child of His! Will we not takeethesson of the Lord Jesus, and say: “Amen; thregghwhich
are impossible with men are possible with God”?

Remember what we have said about Peter, his seffdemce, self-power, self-will, and how he cameény
his Lord. You feel, “Ah! there is the self-life;dhe is the flesh-life that rules in me!” And novauve you
believed that there is deliverance from that? Hauebelieved that Almighty God is able to reveali€hn
your heart, to let the Holy Spirit rule in you $@t the self-life will not have power or dominioner you?
Have you coupled the two together- and, with tedggzenitence and with deep humiliation and feeldsneried
out: “O God, it is impossible to me; man cannoitgdbut glory to Your name, it is possible with G8dHave
you claimed deliverance? Do it now. Put yoursaiésth in absolute surrender into the hands of adgadinite
love. As infinite as His love is His power to do it

GOD WORKS IN MAN

But again, we come to the question of absoluteesdier, and feel that that is lacking in the Chwt@hrist.
That is why the Holy Spirit cannot fill us, and wiwe cannot live as people entirely separated urgdHoly
Spirit. That is why the flesh and the self-life nahbe conquered. We have never understood wisatiatbe
absolutely surrendered to God as Jesus was. | kmawnany earnestly and honestly say: “Amen, | pctee
message of absolute surrender to God.” Yet thektliwVill that ever be mine? Can | count on Godrtake
me one of whom it will be said in heaven, on eaatid in hell, he lives in absolute surrender to &3délother,
sister, “the things which are impossible with mea possible with God.” Do believe that, when Heetak



charge of you in Christ, it is possible for Godtake you a man of absolute surrender. And Godlestab
maintain that. He is able to let you rise from leedry morning of the week with that blessed thouljtectly
or indirectly: “I am in God’s charge. My God is vkang out my life for me.”

Some are weary of thinking about sanctificationuYway; you have longed and cried for it; and yet,
appeared so far off! You are so conscious of hatadt the holiness and humility of Jesus is. Beldviends,
the one doctrine of sanctification that is scriptiand real and effectual is: “The things whichianpossible
with men are possible with God.” God can sanctignmBy His almighty and sanctifying power, God &aep
them every moment. Oh, that we might get a stepenéa our God now! Oh, that the light of God mighine,
and that we might know our God better!

| could go on to speak about the life of Chrisu#living like Christ, taking Christ as our Savioom sin, and
as our life and strength. It is God in heaven wéio i@veal that in you. What does that prayer ogihastle
Paul say: “That he would grant you according tbegof his glory, to be strength- ened with mightls

Spirit in the inner man” (Ephesians 3:16)? Do yotsee that it is an omnipotent God working by His
omnipotence in the heart of His believing children that Christ can become an indwelling Savior@ Mave
tried to grasp it, understand it, and to belieyauiiid it would not come. It was because you hadaeh brought
to believe that “the things which are impossibl&wnen are possible with God.”

And so | trust that the word spoken about love imaye brought many to see that we must have animfgpof
love in quite a new way. Our heart must be filla@thvife from above- from the Fountain of everlasfilove-if
it is going to overflow all day. Then it will begtias natural for us to love our fellow-men as matural for the
lamb to be gentle and the wolf to be cruel. Whamlbrought to such a state that the more a mas hate
speaks evil of me--the more unlikable and unlovahtean is the more | will love him. When | am brbtutp
such a state that the more obstacles, hatred ngnatitude surround me, the more the power of are
triumph in me. Until | am brought to see thesanlrot saying: “It is impossible with men.” But iby have
been led to say: “This message has spoken to mé abdove utterly beyond my power. It is absolutely
impossible”-then we can come to God and say: “ftassible with You.”

Some are crying to God for a great revival. | capthat this is the unceasing prayer of my hean.if0God
would only revive His believing people! | cannoirtk of the unconverted formalists of the Churclobthe
infidels and skeptics or of all the wretched andgbeng around me, without my heart pleading: “Mgd;
revive Your Church and people.” It is not for akaxf reason that thousands of hearts yearn aflerdss and
consecration. It is a forerunner of God’s powerd®amrks to will and then He works to do. These pewys
are a witness and a proof that God has workedIto@h, let us in faith believe that the omnipot&ud will
work to do among His people more than we can dsktd him,” Paul said, “that is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think,. unta be glory” (Ephesians 3:20,21). Let our heartstbay:
Glory to God, the omnipotent One, who can do alwivat we dare to ask or think!

“The things which are impossible with men are palesivith God.” All around you there is a world af fnd
sorrow, and Satan is there. But remember, Chriz ihe throne; Christ is stronger; Christ has cengd; and
Christ will conquer. But wait on God. My text castsdown: “The things which are impossible with fdmut

it ultimately lifts us up high-"are possible witho@.” Get linked to God. Adore and trust Him as ¢imenipotent
One, not only for your own life, but for all thelds that are entrusted to you. Never pray withalareng His
omnipotence, saying: “Mighty God, | claim Your athtiness. “ And the answer to the prayer will colrike
Abraham you will become strong in faith, giving gldo God, because you account Him who has promised
able to perform.



6. “O WRETCHED MAN THAT I AM!”

“0 wretched man that | am! who shall deliver menfrethe body of this death? | thank God through J€dusst
our Lord” (Romans 7:24,25).

You know the wonderful location that this text mashe epistle to the Romans. It stands here ag¢tideof the
seventh chapter as the gateway into the eighttimeltfirst sixteen verses of the eighth chapterntdmae of the
Holy Spirit is found sixteen times. You have th#re description and promise of the life that acthbil God can
live in the power of the Holy Spirit. This begimsthe second verse: “The law of the Spirit of ifeChrist
Jesus has made me free from the law of sin andi'dg&dmans 8:2). From that, Paul goes on to spé#keo
great privileges of the child of God who is to bd by the Spirit of God. The gateway into all tisisound at
the end of chapter seven: “0 wretched man that!l &trere you have the words of a man who has canthd
end of himself. He has in the previous verses de=sthow he had struggled and wrestled in his oowgy to
obey the holy law of God, and had failed. But is\aer to his own questions, he now finds the trusvan and
cries out: “I thank God through Jesus Christ ourdloFrom that he goes on to speak of what thavdeince
is that he has found.

| want, from these words, to describe the path biclva man can be led out of the spirit of bondatethe
spirit of liberty. You know how distinctly it is &gl “You have not received the spirit of bondageaiago fear”
(Romans 8:15). We are continually warned thatightee great danger of the Christian life, to gaiagnto
bondage. | want to describe the path by which a caanget out of bondage into the glorious libeftihe
children of God. Rather, | want to describe the mianself.

First, these words are the language of a regeneraite second, of a weak man; third, of a wretchad;rand
fourth, of a man on the border of complete liberty.

THE REGENERATE MAN

There is much evidence of regeneration from thetéamth verse of chapter seven on to the twentg-trerse.
“It is no more | that do it, but sin that dwellsnme” (Romans 7:17). That is the language of a regga man-a
man who knows that his heart and nature have @wed, and that sin is now a power in him thabis
himself. “I delight in the law of God after the iawd man” (Romans 7:22). That again is the languége
regenerate man. He dares to say when he doesleigino more | that do it, but sin that dwells rhi is of
great importance to understand this,

In the first two great sections of the epistle, IRmals with justification and sanctification. Iealing with
justification, he lays the foundation of the dawtrin the teaching about sin. He does not spettkeadingular
sin, but of the plural, sins-the actual transg@ssi In the second part of the fifth chapter, hgirseto deal with
sin, not as actual transgression, but as a powstimagine what a loss it would have been to usitlid not
have this second half of the seventh chapter oéfgingtle to the Romans-if Paul had omitted in é&ching this
vital question of the sinfulness of the believere ¥hould ‘have missed the question we all want ansivas to
sin in the believer. What is the answer? The reggaenan is one in whom the will has been renewed,who
can say: “l delight in the law of God after the snd man.”

THE WEAK MAN

Here is the great mistake made by many Christiaplpethey think that when there is a renewed ,\tils
enough. But that is not the case. This regeneratetsils us: “I will to do what is good, but thevper to
perform | find not.” How often people tell us thayou set yourself determinedly, you can perforimatvyou
willl But this man was as determined as any mantegrand yet he made the confession: “To will espnt
with me; but how to perform that which is goodinidf not” (Romans 7:18).



But, you ask: “How is it God makes a regenerate atger such a confession? He being with a right; with a
heart that longs to do good, and longs to do itg uamost to love God?”

Let us look at this question. What has God giveowrswill for? Had the angels who fell, in their owwill, the
strength to stand? Surely, no. The will of manathmg but an empty vessel in which the power ofl @oto be
made manifest. Man must seek in God all that lsetoYou have it in the second chapter of the eptstthe
Philippians, and you have it here also, that Geaisk is to work in us both to will and to do of Hisod
pleasure. Here is a man who appears to say: “Geadiaworked to do in me.” But we are taught thatlG
works both to will and to do. How is the apparemtitcadiction to be reconciled?

You will find that in this passage (Romans 7:6-2B¢ name of the Holy Spirit does not occur onoe,does
the name of Christ occur. The man is wrestling stnalggling to fulfill God’s law. Instead of the HoSpirit
and of Christ, the law is mentioned nearly tweityess. In this chapter, it shows a believer doirgvary best
to obey the law of God with his regenerate will.taly this; but you will find the little words, e, my,
occur more than forty times. It is the regenerateits weakness seeking to obey the law withourtdpélled
with the Spirit. This is the experience of almogtry saint. After conversion, a man begins to dolast, and
he fails. But if we are brought into the full lighte no longer need to fail. Nor need we fail aifalie have
received the Spirit in His fullness at conversion.

God allows that failure so that the regenerate sheuld be taught his own utter inability. It istie course of
this struggle that the sense of our utter sinfldrasnes to us. It is God’s way of dealing withide.allows
man to strive to fulfill the law so that, as hewss and wrestles, he may be brought to this: “learagenerate
child of God, but I am utterly helpless to obey kiw.” See what strong words are used all throlghchapter
to describe this condition: “I am carnal, sold unsi@” (Romans 7:14); “1 see another law in my mersb
bringing me into captivity” (Romans 7:23); and laégll, “O wretched man that | am! who shall delivme
from the body of this death?” (Romans 7:24). Tlabdver who bows here in deep contrition is uttemable
to obey the law of God.

THE WRETCHED MAN

Not only is the man who makes this confession amerate and a weak man, but he is also a wretchad e
is utterly unhappy and miserable. What is it thakes him so utterly miserable? It is because Gedyhaen
him a nature that loves Himself. He is deeply wiettbecause he feels he is not obeying his Godakig
with brokenness of heart: “It is not | that doat | am under the awful power of sin, which isding me
down. It is 1, and yet not 1: alas! alas! it is ®lf;sso closely am | bound up with it, and so clgse it
intertwined with my very nature.” Blessed be Godewla man learns to say: “0 wretched man that | droih
the depth of his heart. He is on the way to thateighapter of Romans.

There are many who make this confession a pillavsiio. They say that if Paul had to confess hiskmesas
and helplessness in this way, who are they thgtgheuld try to do better? So the call to holinesguietly set
aside. Pray God that every one of us would leasajothese words in the very spirit in which they\aritten
here! When we hear sin spoken of as the abomirhioig that God hates, do not many of us wince leefioe
word? If only all Christians who go on sinning aidning would take this verse to heart. If ever ytter a
sharp word say: “0O wretched man that | am!” Andrguéne you lose your temper, kneel down and urstiznd
that God never meant His child to remain in thagestlf only we would take this word into our ddifg, and
say it every time we are touched about our own Hdhonly we would take it into our hearts evermée we
say sharp things, and every time we sin againdtdihg God, and against the Lord Jesus Christ inhdisility
and in His obedience and in His self-sacrifice!yR&and that we could forget everything else, andaery “0
wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me frdwa body of this death?”

Why should you say this whenever you commit sin®aBee it is when a man is brought to this confestiat
deliverance is at hand. And remember, it was nbt e sense of being weak and taken captive tlzatentim



wretched. It was, above all, the sense of sinngajrest his God. The law was doing its work, malsimg
exceedingly sinful in his sight. The thought of tonally grieving God became utterly unbearablevas this
that brought forth the piercing cry: “0 wretchedntiadAs long as we talk and reason about our ingbdnd our
failure, and only try to find out what Romans, ctesiseven, means, it will profit us little. But @every sin
gives new intensity to the sense of wretchedneskwee feel our whole state as one of not only leskmess,
but actual, exceeding sinfulness, we will be préss# only to ask: “Who shall deliver us?” but ty:c‘l thank
God through Jesus Christ my Lord.”

THE ALMOST-DELIVERED MAN

The man has tried to obey the beautiful law of Géelhas loved it; he has wept over his sin; andadgetried to
conguer. He has tried to overcome fault after fdat every time he has ended in failure. Whatrgidnean by
“the body of this death”? Did he mean, my body whdie? Surely not. In the eighth chapter, you hitnee
answer to this question in the words: “If you thghuhe Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, gball live”
(Romans 8:13). That is the body of death from winiehs seeking deliverance.

And now he is on the brink of deliverance! In, tiventy-third verse of the seventh chapter, we hbhgevords:
“I see another law in my members, warring againstiaw of my mind, and bringing me into captivitythe
law of sin which is in my members.” It is a captivat cries: “0O wretched man that | am! who shalivier me
from the body | of this death?” He is a man whdddemself bound. But look to the contrast in teeand
verse of the eighth chapter: “The law of the Smifilife in Christ Jesus has made me free fromdleof sin
and death.” That is the deliverance through JesusQur Lord, the liberty to the captive whiclet8pirit
brings. Can you keep captive any longer a man rfradeby the “law of the Spirit of life in Christ Sies™?

But you say, the regenerate man did not have thé 8fpJesus when he spoke in the sixth chaptes, Yie did
not know what the Holy Spirit could do for him.

God does not work by His Spirit as He works byiadforce in nature. He leads His people on asoresde,
intelligent beings. Therefore, when He wants teegig that Holy Spirit whom He has promised, He firlngs
us to the end of self and brings us to the coromcthat though we have been striving to obey the Vvee have
failed. When we have come to the end of that, thershows us that in the Holy Spirit we have the goof
obedience, the power of victory, and the powereaf holiness. God works to will, and He is readytok to
do, but many Christians misunderstand this. Thawkthecause they have the will, it is enough, drad how
they are able to do. This is not so. The new wilh permanent gift, an attribute of the new nafline. power to
do is not a permanent gift, but must be receiveth @oment from the Holy Spirit. It is the man wiso |
conscious of his own weakness as a believer whHdeaiin that by the Holy Spirit he can live a hofg. This
man is on the brink of that great deliverance;wiag has been prepared for the glorious eighth enaphow
ask this solemn question: Where are you livingZhWadu, is it, “O wretched man that | am! who stualiver
me? “ with now and then a little experience of plosver of the Holy Spirit? Or is it, “| thank Godrtlugh Jesus
Christ! The law of the Spirit has set me free fribra law of sin and of death™?

What the Holy Spirit does is to give the victorif. you through the Spirit do mortify the deeds loé tbody, you
shall live” (Romans 8:13). It is the Holy Spirit widloes this-the third Person of the Godhead.Hieisvho,
when the heart is opened wide to receive Him, camasd reigns there, and mortifies the deedsebiidy,
day by day, hour by hour, and moment by moment.

| want to bring this to a point. Remember, deasrfd, what we need is to come to decision and aclioere
are in Scripture two very different sorts of Chass. The Bible speaks in Romans, Corinthians,Galdtians
about yielding to the flesh; and that is the lifdems of thousands of believers. All their lackaf in the Holy
Spirit, and their lack of the liberty He givesjust owing to the flesh. The Spirit is within thebut the flesh
rules the life. To be led by the Spirit of God ieat'they need. If only | could make every childHi$ realize
what it means that the everlasting God has givenddar Son, Christ Jesus, to watch over you easryahd



that what you have to do is to trust. If only | bmake His children understand that the work efldoly
Spirit is to enable you every moment to remembsugeand to trust Him! The Spirit has come to kibegdink
with Him unbroken every moment. Praise God foriHody Spirit! We are so accustomed to thinking o th
Holy Spirit as a luxury, for special times, or &pecial ministers and men. But the Holy Spiritesessary for
every believer, every moment of the day. Praise #@adhave Him, and that He gives you the full exgrere
of the deliverance in Christ as He makes you fremfthe power of sin.

Who longs to have the power and the liberty ofiloéy Spirit? Oh, brother, bow before God in oneafiary of
despair: “0 God, must | go on sinning this way @& Who shall deliver me, O wretched man that !l faom
the body of this death?”

Are you ready to sink before God in that cry anekstie power of Jesus to live and work in you? yae
ready to say: “l thank God through Jesus Christ"?

What good does it do that we go to church or attmmentions, ‘that we study our Bibles and prayess our
lives are filled with the Holy Spirit? That is wh@bd wants. Nothing else will enable us to livefe of power
and peace. When a minister or parent is usingdterhism, and a question is asked, an answer ectg
How sad that many Christians are content with thestjon put here: “0 wretched man that | am! whallsh
deliver me from the body of this death?” but neyige the answer.

Instead of answering, they are silent. Insteadcgiing: “I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lottgy are
forever repeating the question without the ans¥eou want the path to the full deliverance of Ghrand the
liberty of the Spirit-the glorious liberty of théitdren of God-take it through the seventh chaptdRomans.
Then say: “I thank God through Jesus Christ oudl’dDo not be content to remain ever groaning,dayt “I,
a wretched man, thank God, through Jesus Christn Ehough | do not see it all, | am going to prass. “

There is deliverance; there is the liberty of thiy5pirit. The Kingdom of God is “joy in the Holypirit”
(Romans 14:17).



7. "HAVING BEGUN IN THE SPIRIT”

The words from which | wish to address you, you fiild in the epistle to the Galatians, the thitaépter, the
second and third verses: “This only would | leafiyau, Received you the Spirit by the works of ki, or by
the hearing of faith?

Are you so foolish?” And then comes my text-"Havimggun in the Spirit, are you now made perfectiay t
flesh?”

When we speak of the quickening or the deepeningeostrengthening of the spiritual life, we armking of
something that is feeble and wrong and sinfuk H great thing to take our place before God wigh t
confession: “Oh, God, our spiritual life is not witashould be!” May God work that in your heagader.

As we look around at the Church, we see so marigatidns of feebleness, failure, sin, and shortegni hey
compel us to ask: Why is it? Is there any neces$sitthe Church of Christ to be living in such avlstate? Or
is it actually possible that God’s people shouldiieg always in the joy and strength of their God

Every believing heart must answer: It is possible.

Then comes the great question: Why is it, how s lie accounted for, that God’s Church as a wisade
feeble, and that the great majority of Christiaresreot living up to their privileges? There mustabeason for
it. Has God not given Christ His Almighty Son tothe Keeper of every believer, to make Christ aarev
present reality, and to impart and communicatestallithat we have in Christ? God has given His, &od
God has given His Spirit. How is it that believdsnot live up to their privileges?

In more than one of the epistles, we find a vetgrsa answer to that question. There are epistle) as the
first to the Thessalonians, where Paul writes éoGhristians, in effect: “I want you to grow, tooaimd, to
increase more and more.” They were young, and thiere things lacking in their faith. But their #atas so
far satisfactory, gave him such great joy, thatvhiées time after time: “I pray God that you mayabhd more
and more; | write to you to increase more and m@r&hessalonians 4: 1,10). But there are othestkys
where he takes a very different tone, especiaygistle to the Corinthians and to the Galatiand, he tells
them in many different ways what the one reasonthaisthey were .not living as Christians oughtivte.
Many were under the power of the flesh. My textng example. He reminds them that by the preadaifing
faith they had received the Holy Spirit. He hadaateed Christ to them; they had accepted that Cémigthad
received the Holy Spirit in power.

But what happened? Having begun in the Spirit, thieg to perfect the work that the Spirit had beguthe
flesh by their own effort. We find the same teaghimthe epistle to the Corinthians.

Now, we have here a solemn discovery of what tkatgreed is in the Church of Christ. God has calied
Church of Christ to live in the power of the Holgifi. But the Church is living, .for the most part the
power of human flesh, and of will and energy arfdrefpart from the Spirit of God. | do not doubat this is
the case with many individual believers. And olGdd will use me to give you a message from Him,amg
message will be this: “If the Church will returnaoknowledge that the Holy Spirit is her strengid her help,
and if the Church will return to give up everythjrasnd wait on God to be filled with the Spirit, lterys of
beauty and gladness will return. We will see tharygbf God revealed among us.” This is my messaga/éry
individual believer: “Nothing will help you unleg®u come to understand that you must live everyutaier
the power of the Holy Spirit.” God wants you tod#ving vessel in whom the power of the Spiritase
manifested every hour and every moment of your (ed will enable you to be that.



Now, let us try to learn what this word to the Gialias teaches us-some very simple thoughts. It shmsow
(1) the beginning of the Christian life is receryithe Holy Spirit. It shows us (2) what great darbere is of
forgetting that we are to live know what it is, @nthat time, to walk in the power of the Holy $pitet us try
to take hold of this great truth: The beginninghd true Christian life is to receive the Holy $ipiAnd the
work of every Christian minister is that which wiae work of Paul-to remind his people that theyereed the
Holy Spirit, and must live according to His guidarand in His power.

If those Galatians who received the Holy Spiripower were tempted to go astray by that terriblegea of
perfecting in the flesh what had been begun irSpieit, how much more danger do those Christianswyho
hardly ever know that they have received the Halyi§ How much more danger is there for those whthey
know it as a matter of belief, hardly ever thinkloé gift of the Holy Spirit, and hardly ever peGod for it!

NEGLECTING THE HOLY SPIRIT
But now look, in the second place, at the greagdan

You may all know what shunting is on a railway.cgsdmotive with its train may be traveling in a eant
direction, and the points at some place may ngrbperly opened or closed, and unobservinglyshisnted
off to the right or to the left. And if that takpkace, for instance, on a dark night, the trainsgoehe wrong
direction, and the people might never know it uthtdy have gone some distance.

And just so, God gives Christians the Holy Spirithathis intention-that every day, all their lifghould be lived
in the power of the Spirit. A man cannot live ormihof a godly life unless by the power of the HSlyirit. He
may live a proper, consistent life, as peopleitadin irreproachable life, a life of virtue andigeént service.
But to live a life acceptable to God, in the enj@ymof God'’s salvation and God’s love, to live avalk in the
power of the new life-he cannot do it unless hguisled by the Holy Spirit every day and every hour.

But now listen to the danger. The Galatians reckttie Holy Spirit, but what was begun by the Spiréy tried
to perfect in the flesh. How? They fell back agantder Judaizing teachers who told them they must be
circumcised. They began to seek their religionxtemal observances. And so Paul uses that expreabbut
those teachers who had them circumcised so “tegtrttay glorify in your flesh” (Galatians 6:13).

You sometimes hear the expression used, religiesh.fWhat is meant by that? It is simply an exgies
made to give utterance to these thoughts: My humagéure and my human will and my human effort can be
very active in religion. After being converted, aatter receiving the Holy Spirit, | may begin in rawn
strength to try to serve God.

| may be very diligent and doing a great deal, ytdall the time it is more the work of human fléean of
God's Spirit. What a solemn thought, that man ed@thout noticing, be shunted off from the line b&tHoly
Spirit onto the line of the flesh.

How solemn it is that man can be most diligent anadke great sacrifices, and yet it is all in the poof the
human will! Ah, the great question for us to askzafd in self-examination is that we may be showetiver
our Christian life is lived more in the power o&tflesh than in the power of the Holy Spirit. A nraay be a
preacher, he may work most diligently in his minisa man may be a Christian worker, and others sagyof
him that he makes great sacrifices, and yet youesrthere is something lacking. You feel thaideot a
spiritual man; there is no spirituality about hie.lHow many Christians there are about whom r®wauld
ever think of saying: “What a spiritual man he i8¥i! there is the weakness of the Church of Chiiss. all in
that one word-flesh.

Now, the flesh may manifest itself in many waysntdy be manifested in fleshly wisdom. My mind may b
most active about Christianity. | may preach ortevar think or meditate, and delight in being odedpwith



things in God’s Book and in God’s Kingdom. Yet, fhawer of the Holy Spirit may be markedly abseriear
that if you take the preaching throughout the ChufcChrist and ask why there is so little convegtpower in
the preaching of the Word, why there is so muchkvanrd often so little result for eternity, why téord has
so little power to build up believers in holines&lan consecration-the answer will be: It is theeaire of the
power of the Holy Spirit. And why is this? Therendae no other reason except that the flesh and hemergy
have taken the place that the Holy Spirit oughtage. That was true of the Galatians; it was tfub®
Corinthians. You know Paul said to them: “I coulnt Bpeak unto you as unto spiritual men, but as catnal”
(1 Corinthians 3:1). And you know how often in ttaurse of his epistle he had to reprove and condbem
for strife and for divisions.

LACKING THE FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

A third thought: What are the proofs or indicatidhat a church like the Galatians, or a Christiarserving
God in the power of the flesh-is perfecting in tlesh what was begun in the Spirit? The answeery easy.
Religious self effort always ends in sinful fle$tihat was the state of those Galatians? They wevinstto be
justified by the works of the law. And yet they weaquarreling and in danger of devouring one anotbeunt
the number of expressions that the apostle useslittate their want of love. You will find more thawelve-
envy, jealousy, bitterness, strife, and all softstbers. Read in the fourth and fifth chapters wiesays about
that. You see how they tried to serve God in tbein-.strength, and they failed utterly. All thidigeous effort
resulted in failure. The power of sin and the difiesh got the better of them. Their whole corahtwas one
of the saddest that could be thought of.

This comes to us with unspeakable solemnity.

There is a complaint everywhere in the ChristiamtCh of the lack of a high standard of integritglan
godliness, even among the professing members a$t@nr churches. | remember a sermon which | heard
preached on commercial morality. But let us noa&penly of the commercial morality or immoralitgtlus go
into the homes of Christians. Think of the lifevtbich God has called His children, and which Hebéemthem
to live by the Holy Spirit. Think of how much theieof unlovingness, temper, sharpness, and bésstrirhink
how often there is strife among the members ofdies, and how much there is of envy, jealousy,
sensitiveness, and pride. Then we are compellsdyn“Where are marks of the presence of the Sithe
Lamb of God?” Wanting, sadly wanting!

Many people speak of these things as though theg tlie natural result of our feebleness and camaot
helped. Many people speak of these things asg$iave given up the hope of conquering them. Mzaople
speak of these things in the church around thechdamot see the least prospect of ever havinthihgs
changed. There is no prospect until there is a&aghdhange, until the Church of God begins to baedvery
sin in the believer comes from the flesh-from aslflg life midst our Christian activities, from aiging in self-
effort to serve God. We will fail until we learn toake confession, and until we begin to see thanwst
somehow or other get God’s Spirit in power backi® Church. Where did the Church begin in Pentétost
There they began in the Spirit. But, how the Chwftthe next century went off into the flesh! Thégpught to
perfect the Church in the flesh.

Do not let us think, because the blessed Reformaéistored the great doctrine of justification aiH, that the
power of the Holy Spirit was then fully restoreflitis our belief that God is going to have memyHis
Church in these last ages, it will be because tiotritie and the truth about the Holy Spirit willtramly be
studied, but sought after with a whole heart. ias only because that truth will be sought afbert, because
ministers and congregations will be found bowinfpbe God in deep abasement with one cry: “We have
grieved God'’s Spirit. We have tried to be Christidwarches with as little as possible of God’s $pWie have
not sought to be churches filled with the Holy 8pir



All the feebleness in the Church is owing to thfeisal of the Church to obey its God. And why isttha? |
know your answer. You say: “We are too feeble adhelpless, and we vow to obey, but somehow wWé fai
Ah yes, you fail because you do not accept thexgtheof God. God alone can work out His will in yiou
cannot work out God’s will, but His Holy Spirit caldntil the Church and the believers grasp this, @ease
trying by human effort to do God’s will, and wajan the Holy Spirit to come with all His omnipoteatd
enabling power, the Church will never be what Gaohig her to be. It will never be what God is wilito
make of her.

YIELDING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT
| come now to my last thought, that question: Whahe way to restoration?

Beloved friend, the answer is simple and easydf train has been shunted off, there is nothing to do but
to come back to the point at which it was led awldye Galatians had no other way in returning bucime
back to where they had gone wrong. They had to dmck from all religious effort in their own strehgand
from seeking anything by their own work, and togithemselves humbly to the Holy Spirit. There asather
way for us as individuals.

Is there any brother or sister whose heart is ¢oasc“My life knows little of the power of the HpSpirit™? |
come to you with God’s message that you can hawnoeption of what your life would be in the powér
the Holy Spirit. It is too high, too blessed, and tvonderful. But | bring you the message that @sstruly as
the everlasting Son of God came to this world addHils wonderful works, that just as truly as oriv@ay He
died and brought about your redemption by His pneziblood, so can the Holy Spirit come into youarhe
With His divine power, He may sanctify you and deajmu to do God’s blessed will, and fill your hieaith
joy and strength. But, we have forgotten; we hawevgd; we have dishonored the Holy Spirit; and,hde not
been able to do His work. But | bring you the mgesd he Father in heaven loves to fill His childveth His
Holy Spirit. God longs to give each one individyaBeparately, the power of the Holy Spirit forlgdife. The
command comes to us individually, unitedly. God tgars as His children to arise and place our s#fieré
Him, and to call on Him for mercy. Oh, are you eolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you peifegrin the
flesh that which was begun in the Spirit? Let ug/lom shame, and confess before God how our flestigion,
our self-effort and self-confidence, have beencthigse of every failure.

| have often been asked by young Christians: “Wghy that | fail so? I did so solemnly vow with m$ole
heart, and did desire to serve God. Why have édi&l To such | always give this answer: “My de#fd, you
are trying to do in your own strength what Chrisiha can do in you.” And when they tell me: “| aores |
knew Christ alone could do it; | was not trustingnyself,” my answer is: “You were trusting in yealf, or
you could not have failed. If you had trusted Chitite could not fail.” Oh, this perfecting in tHe$h what was
begun in the Spirit runs far deeper through us tharknow. Let us ask God to show us that it is avien we
are brought to utter shame and emptiness that Wéevprepared to receive the blessing that comumes bn
high.

And so | come with these two questions. Are yointly beloved brother-minister-1 ask it of every mster of
the Gospel-under the power of the Holy Spirit? poe living as an anointed, Spirit-filled man in yauinistry
and your life before God? Oh friends, our placansawful one. We have to show people what Goddmilfor
us, not in our words and teaching, but in our I3®d help us to do it!

| ask it of every member of Christ's Church andweéry believer: Are you living a life under the pavef the
Holy Spirit day by day? Or are you attempting teelivithout that? Remember, you cannot. Are you
consecrated, given up to the Spirit to work in ymal to live in you? Oh, come and confess everyriaibf
temper, every failure of tongue however small. @safevery failure owing to the absence of the 5qlyit
and the presence of the power of self. Are you eoraded, are you given up to the Holy Spirit?



If your answer is no, then | come with a secondstjaa-Are you willing to be consecrated? Are yolling to
give yourself up to the power of the Holy Spiriteorwell know that the human side of consecratidh it
help you. | may consecrate myself a hundred timé#s all the intensity of my being, and that willtrfeelp me.
What will help me is this-that God from heaven gutsend seals the consecration.

And now are you willing to give yourselves up te tHoly Spirit? You can do it now. A great deal ns&jl be
dark and dim, and beyond what we understand. Youfeed nothing; but come. God alone can work the
change. God alone, who gave us the Holy Spirit,reatore the Holy Spirit in power into our life. Galone
can “strengthen us with might by his Spirit in theer man” (Ephesians 3:16). And to every waitiegut that
will make the sacrifice, and give up everythingd @ive time to cry and pray to God, the answer golne.
The blessing is not far off. Our God delights impieg us. He will enable us to perfect, not in flesh, but in
the Spirit, what was begun in the Spirit.



8. KEPT BY THE POWER OF GOD

The words from which | speak, you will find in 1tBe chapter one, verse five. The third, fourthd &fth
verses are: “Blessed be the God and Father of anar lesus Christ, which ...has begotten us agamaulively
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from #reldto an inheritance incorruptible . . . reseliwmeaeaven for
you, who are kept by the power of God through faitko salvation.” The words of my text are: “Keptthe
power of God through faith.”

There we have two wonderful, blessed truths abdmuimay a believer is kept unto salvation. One trsitiKept
by the power of God; and the other truth is, Képbagh faith. We should look at the two sides-atGaside
and His almighty power, offered to us to be our ffareevery moment of the day; and at the human side,
have nothing to do but in faith to let God do Heeking work. We are begotten again to an inhergdept in
heaven for us. We are kept here on earth by thepofvGod.

We see there is a double keeping-the inheritanpefke me in heaven, and | on earth kept for theeritance
there. Now, as to the first part of this -keepitigre is no doubt and no question. God keeps tieitance in
heaven very wonderfully and perfectly, and it igtiag there safely. And the same God keeps mehier t
inheritance. That is what | want to understands \tery foolish for a father to take great troutdéhave an
inheritance for his children, and to keep it foernh if he does not keep them for it. Think of a mspanding all
of his time and making every sacrifice to amassegpand as he gets his tens of thousands, youisk !y it
is that he sacrifices himself so. His answer isvéht to leave my children a large inheritance, bawh keeping
it for them.” If you were then to hear that thatnmakes no trouble to educate his children, thaahews them
to run around the street wild, and to go in pathsirmand ignorance and folly, what would you thofkhim?
Would you not say: “Poor man! he is keeping an fitéiece for his children, but he is not keepingmparing
his children for the inheritance!” And there arensany Christians who think: “My God is keeping the
inheritance for me.” But they cannot believe: “Mpdsis keeping me for that inheritance.” The sameqyp
the same love, the same God doing the double work.

Now, | want to speak about a work God does upohkersping us for the inheritance. | have alreadg gzt
we have two very simple truths: the one, the diite-we are kept by the power of God; the other human
side-we are kept through faith.

KEPT BY THE POWER OF GOD

Look at the divine side: Christians are kept bypberer of God. 1) Keeping Includes All. Think, fi all,
that this keeping is all inclusive.

What is kept? You are kept. How much of you? Thelelbeing. Does God keep one part of you and not
another? No. Some people have an idea that thisast of vague, general keeping, and that Godkeép
them in such a way that when they die they willtgdteaven. But they do not apply that word kept to
everything in their being and nature. And yet ibavhat God wants.

Here | have a watch. Suppose that this watch had berrowed from a friend, and he said to me: “Wi@mn
go to Europe, I will let you take it with you, bioind you keep it safely and bring it back.” And pope |
damage the watch, and had the hands broken, ardcinelefaced, and some of the wheels and spruied,
and took it back in that condition, and handed ity friend. He would say: “Ah, but | gave you thatch on
condition that you would keep it.”

“Have | not kept it? There is the watch.”



“But | did not want you to keep it in that genenady, so that you should bring me back only thelstfahe
watch, or the remains. | expected you to keep eparyof it.” And so God does not want to keepruthis
general way, so that at the last, somehow or otienyill be saved as by fire, and just get intovasa But the
keeping power and the love of God applies to epary of our being.

There are some people who think God will keep tirespiritual things, but not in temporal things.ig fatter,
they say, lies outside of His realm. Now, God sepaisto work in the world, but He did not say: “lst now
leave you to go and earn your own money, and ty@et livelihood for yourself.” He knows you aretrable
to keep yourself. But God says: “My child, theregswork you are to do, and no business in whiah ae
engaged, and not a cent which you are to spend, yporir Father, will take that up into my keepinGod not
only cares for the spiritual, but for the tempoedso. The greater part of the life of many peaplest be spent,
sometimes eight or nine or ten hours a day, angddimptations and distractions of business. But @Witdare
for you there. The keeping of God includes all.

There are other people who think: “Ah! in time o0&t God keeps me. But in times of prosperity Irod need.
His keeping; then | forget Him and let Him go.” @th, again, think the very opposite. They think: time of
prosperity, when things are smooth and quiet, baie to cling to God. But when heavy trials contamshow
or other my will rebels, and God does not keep imea t

Now, | bring you the message that in prosperitinasdversity, in the sunshine as in the dark, y&ad is ready
to keep you all the time. Then again, there arerstivho think of this keeping thus: “God will ke from
doing very great wickedness, but there are smal scannot expect God to keep me from. Thereasii of
temper. | cannot expect God to conquer that.”

When you hear of some man who has been temptedanelastray or fallen into drunkenness or murdau, y
thank God for His keeping power. “I might have ddime same as that man,” you say, “if God had npt ke
me.” And you believe He kept you from drunkennass murder. And why do you not believe that God can
keep you from outbreaks of temper? You thoughtithatwas of less importance. You did not rementhar
the great commandment of the New Testament is-"laneeanother as | have loved you” (John 13:34). And
when your temper and hasty judgment and sharp wianak& out, you sinned against the highest lawatveolf
God’s love. And yet you say: “God will not, God cant’-no, you will not say, God cannot; but you s&ypd
does not keep me from that.” You perhaps say: “&te but there is something in me that cannot attait)

and which God does not take away.”

| want to ask you, Can believers live a holier tiian is generally lived? Can believers experigheeeeping
power of God all day, to keep them from sin? Cdrebers be kept in fellowship with God? And | brigigu a
message from the Word of God, in these words: kgpghe power of God. There is no qualifying clatse
them. The meaning is, that if you will entrust yself entirely and absolutely to the omnipotenc&oftl, He
will delight in keeping you.

Some people think that they can never reach th& goat every word of their mouth would be to therg of
God. But it is what God wants of them; it is whaid3xpects of them. God is willing to set a watttha door
of their mouth. If God will do that, can He not ketheir tongue and their lips? He can. That is whad is
going to do for those who trust Him. God’s keepma@ll-inclusive. Let everyone who longs to livaaly life
think about all their needs, their weaknessesy gi@rtcomings, and their sins, and say delibgratid there
any sin that my God cannot keep me from?” And tartwill have to answer: “No, God can keep me from
every sin.”

2) Keeping Requires Power. Second, if you wantieustand this keeping, remember that it is nog anlall-
inclusive keeping, but it is an almighty keeping.



| want to get that truth burned into my soul. | wamworship God until my whole heart is filled withe
thought of His omnipotence. God is almighty, anel Aimighty God offers Himself to work in my head-tlo
the work of keeping me. | want to get linked .watimnipotence, or rather, linked to the omnipotengcthe
living God-and to have my place in the hollow oEHiand. You read the Psalms, and you think of the
wonderful thoughts in many of the expressions Batid uses. For instance, when he speaks abouj bamn
God, our Fortress, our Refuge, our strong Tower Strength, and our Salvation. David had wonderfelvs
of how the everlasting God is Himself the hidingqa of the believing soul. David had a beautiful
understanding of how God takes the believer angkaan in the very hollow of His hand-in the se@tHis
pavilion-under the shadow of His wings, under Heswfeathers. And there David lived. And we, whe tre
children of Pentecost, who have known Christ, Hi®8, and the Holy Spirit sent down from heavenyghit
that we know so little of what it is to walk step &tep with the Almighty God as our Keeper?

Have you ever thought that, in every action of graxcyour heart, you have the whole omnipotencéad
engaged to bless you? When | come to a man anvée me a gift of money; | get it and go away witliHe
has given me something of his. The rest he keapsrtself. But that is not the way with the powé&Gnd.
God can part with nothing of His own power, and¢fi@re | can experience the power and goodnes®df G
only so far as | am in contact and fellowship vktim. And when | come into contact and fellowshighwHim,
| come into contact and fellowship with the whoteropotence of God. | have the omnipotence of Gdakelp
me every day.

A son has, perhaps, a very rich father, and afotinger is about to commence business the father. S#pu
can have as much money as you want for your urldegd All the father has is at the disposal of #w. And
that is the way with God, your Almighty God. Youndaardly take it in; you feel like such a little mo. His
omnipotence is needed to keep a little worm! Yas,dnipotence is needed to keep every little wiirat
lives in the dust, and also to keep the univerberdfore, His omnipotence is much more neededepikeg
your soul and mine from the power of sin.

Oh, if you want to grow in grace, do learn to belggne. In all your judgings and meditations anduiidas and
deeds and questions and studies and prayers ttebenkept by your Almighty God. What is the Almigisod
not going to do for the child that trusts Him? Bible says: “Above all that we ask or think” (Eplaes 3:20).
It is omnipotence you must learn to know and triieen you will live as a Christian ought to liveow little
we have learned to study God, and to understandithadly life is a life full of God. It is a lifthat loves God
and waits on Him, trusts Him, and allows Him todsi@! We cannot do the will of God except by tlosver of
God. God gives us the first experience of His patwagarepare us to long for more, and to come aaigncall
that He can do. God helps us to trust Him every day

3) Keeping Is Continuous
Another thought. This keeping is not only all irgiike and omnipotent, but also continuous and urdsrok

People sometimes say: “For a week or a month Gedkéat me very wonderfully. | have lived in thehligpf
His countenance, and | can say what joy | haveitéellowship with Him. He has blessed me in my kwior
others. He has given me souls, and at times aseit | were carried heavenward on eagle wings.if8ilitd not
continue. It was too good; it could not last.” Asmime say: “It was necessary that | should falldegkme
humble.” And others say: “I know it was my own faddut somehow you cannot always live up in thghes.”
Oh, beloved, why is it? Can there be any reasontiakeeping of God should not be continuous and
unbroken? Just think. All life is in unbroken camtity. If my life were stopped for half an housvbuld be
dead, and my life gone. Life is a continuous thiengd the life of God is the life of His Church. Tlife of God
is His almighty power working in us. And God contesis as the Almighty One, and without any conditite
offers to be my Keeper. His keeping means thatbyagay, moment by moment, God is going to keep us.



If I were to ask you the question: “Do you thinkdsis able to keep you one day from actual transgra8”
you would answer: “I not only know He is able toitldout I think He has done it. There have beeysda
which He has kept my heart in His holy presencer&lmave also been days when, though | have allhad/a
sinful nature within me, He has kept me from coossj actual transgression.”

Now, if He can do that for an hour or a day, whyfoo two days? Oh! let us make God’s omnipoterge a
revealed in His Word the measure of our expectatibias God not said in His Word: “I, the Lord, deek it,
and will water it every moment” (Isaiah 27:3)? Whah that mean? Does “every moment” mean every
moment? Did God promise of that vineyard or redeatlmat every moment He would water it so that thet lof
the sun and the scorching wind might never drp® ¥es. In South Africa, they sometimes make atgaafl
above it they tie a bottle of water, so that now Hren there will be a drop to saturate what theayehput about
it. And so the moisture is kept there unceasingiyl the, graft has had time to take, and resistitbat of the
sun.

Will our God, in His tenderhearted love toward st keep us every moment when He has promised so@o
Oh! if we once got hold of the thought: Our whabérisual life is to be God’s doing-"It is God whickiorks in
you both to will and to do of his pleasure” (Philipns 2:13). Once we get faith to expect that f@od, God
will do all for us.

The keeping is to be continuous. Every morning, @dldmeet you as you wake. It is not a questidn:forget
to wake in the morning with the thought of Him, whkall come of it? If you trust your waking to Go@,o0d
will meet you in the mornings as you wake with Higine sunshine and life. He will give you the
consciousness that through the day you have gotié&oaontinually take charge of you with His almight
power. And God will meet you the next day and ewday. Never mind if, in the practice of fellowshfpilure
sometimes comes. If you maintain your position-sagt “Lord, | am going to expect You to do Your oish
and | am going to trust You day by day to keep tyohutely,” your faith will grow stronger and stiger. You
will know the keeping power of God in unbrokenness.

KEPT THROUGH FAITH
And now the other side-Believing. “Kept by the powé God through faith.” How must we look at thath?
4) Faith Implies Helplessness
Let me say, first of all, that this faith meansuihability and helplessness before God.

At the bottom of all faith there is a feeling ofiplessness. If | have a bit of business to trangmrhaps to buy
a house, the lawyer must do the work of gettingithesfer of the property in my name. He must makée
arrangements. | cannot do that work, and, in tngdiinat agent, | confess | cannot do it. And stinfaiways
means helplessness. In many cases it means: bdamvidh a great deal of trouble, but another dant better.
But in most cases it is utter helplessness: anattust do it for me. And that is the secret of theiwal life. A
man must learn to say: “I give up everything. | &@#&wved and longed and thought and prayed, buiriaihas
come. God has blessed me and helped me, butrsthie long run, there has been so much sin antesad
What a change comes when a man is thus broken ohdavntter helplessness and selfdespair, and Sagan
do nothing!”

Remember Paul. He was living a blessed life, anddaebeen taken up into the third heaven. Thethibr@ in
the flesh came, “a messenger of Satan to buffet(@&€orinthians 12:7). And what happened? Paulccaot
understand it, and three times he prayed to thd tatake it away. But the Lord said, in effect:o)Nt is
possible that you might exalt yourself. Therefdigave sent you this trial to keep you weak and ibleriy And
Paul then learned a lesson that he never forgajdace in his infirmities. He said that the weakerwas the
better it was for him. For when he was weak, he stamsg in his Lord Christ.



Do you want to enter what people call “the highte’? Then go a step lower down. | remember Dr.i8lozan
telling how once he was invited by a gentlemandaaga factory where they made fine shot. | beligne
workmen did so by pouring down molten lead fronreag)height. This gentleman wanted to take Dr.
Boardman up to the top of the tower to see hovwibik was done. The doctor came to the tower, heredtby
the door, and began going upstairs. But when hegbad a few steps, the gentleman called out: “ihihie
wrong way. You must come down this way. That sgiocked up.” The gentleman took him downstairs a
good many steps, and there an elevator was readigcim to the top. He said: “I have learnedssda that
going down is often the best way to get up.”

Ah, yes, God will have to bring us down very lows@nse of emptiness and despair and nothingnddsawe
to come upon us. It is when we sink down in utEplessness that the everlasting God will reveaisdif in
His power. Then our hearts will learn to trust Gdahe.

What is it that keeps us from trusting Him perfgetl

Many say: “I believe what you say, but there is diffeculty. If my trust were perfect and alwaysidiing, all
would come right, for | know God will honor tru@ut how am | to get that trust?”

My answer is: “By the death of self. The great narate to trust is self-effort. So long as you hgeeyour
own wisdom and thoughts and strength, You canriyt tiwst God. But when God breaks you down, when
everything begins to grow dim before your eyes ymdsee that you understand nothing, then Godrsrgp
near. If you will bow down in nothingness and waitGod, He will become all.”

As long as we are something, God cannot be allohtisipotence cannot do its full work. That is tleginning
of faith-utter despair of self, a ceasing from naawd everything on earth and finding our hope in Glode.

5) Faith Is Rest
And then, next, we must understand that faith$s. re

In the beginning of the faith-life, faith is strdggy. But as long as faith is struggling, faith gt attained its
strength. But when faith in its struggling getshe end of itself, and throws itself upon God agsts on Him,
then joy and victory come.

Perhaps | can make it plainer if | tell the stofynow the Keswick Convention began. Canon Battergay an
evangelical clergyman of the Church of Englandnhare than twenty years. He was a man of deep aweite
godliness, but he did not have the consciousnesessband victory over sin. He was often deeplydsadd by
the thought of stumbling and failure and sin. Wherheard about the possibility of victory, he felvas
desirable, but it was as if he could not attai®i. one occasion, he heard an address on “Regtaitid from
the story of the nobleman who came from Capernau@ana to ask Christ to heal his child. In the adgrit
was shown that the nobleman believed that Chrisiddeelp him in a general way. But he came to Jasysod
deal by way of an experiment. He hoped Christ wanigh him, but he did not have any assurance ofhtbig.
But what happened? When Christ said to him: “Gor yealy, for your child lives” (John 4:50), that man
believed the word that Jesus spoke. He restecatntbrd. He had no proof that his child was webliagand
he had to walk back seven hours’ journey to Capemade walked back, and on the way met his senreant,
got the first news that the child was well.The s@tvtold him that at one o’clock on the afternobthe
previous day, at the very time that Jesus spokéntothe fever left the child. That father restedtioe word of
Jesus and His work, and he went down to Capernawnfioaind his child well. He praised God, and he laisd
whole house became believers and disciples of J&$ydriends, that is faith! When God comes towith the
promise of His keeping, and | have nothing on etrttnust in, |1 say to God: “Your word is enouglar kept
by the power of God.” That is faith, that is rasthen Canon Battersby heard that address, he wemd tiwat
night, and in the darkness of the night he fourstl tée rested on the word of Jesus. And the nexhimg, in



the streets of Oxford, he said to a friend: “I hémend it!” Then he went and told others, and asked the
Keswick Convention might commence. He said thasehat the convention, along with himself, shouhdy
testify what God had done.

It is a great thing when a man comes to rest on<zohighty power for every moment of his lifeidtalso
great when he does so in the midst of temptatiomsmper and haste and anger and unlovingnessratedand
sin. It is a great thing in the face of these tteemto a covenant with the omnipotent Jehoval-emoaccount
of anything that any man says, or of anything thgtheart feels-but on the strength of the Word ofl GKept
by the power of God through faith.”

Oh, let us say to God that we are going to prova tdi the very utmost. Let us say: We ask You fahimy
more than You can give, but we want nothing leg$.us say: My God, let my life be a proof of wHad t
omnipotent God can do. Let these be the two disipasiof our souls every day-deep helplessnesssiamale,
childlike rest.

6) Faith Needs Fellowship
That brings me to just one more thought in regarith. Faith implies fellowship with God.

Many people want to take the Word and believe thatdo not think it is so necessary to fellowshith God.
Ah, no! you cannot separate God from His Word. Hodness or power can be received separate fromlod.
you want to get into this life of godliness, yousttake time for fellowship with God. People sormets tell

me: “My life is one of such scurry and bustle thaave no time for fellowship with God.” A dear misnary
said to me: “People do not know how we missionaairestempted. | get up at five o’clock in the magpiand
there are the natives waiting for their orderswork. Then, | have to go to the school and spenddithere.
Then, there is other work, and sixteen hours rimiga | hardly get time to be alone with God.”

Ah! there is the need. | pray you, remember twoghi | have not told you to trust the omnipotenic@ad as a
thing, and | have not told you to trust the Wordsafd as a written book. | have told you to go ® @od of
omnipotence and the God of the Word. Deal with @@dhat nobleman dealt with the living Christ. Wigs
he able to believe the word that Christ spoke mZhBecause in the very eyes and tone and voicesoiJthe
Son of God, he saw and heard something which miadégel that he could trust Him. And that is whatriSt
can do for you and me. Do not try to stir and aediasth from within. How often | have tried to dwat, and
made a fool of myself! You cannot stir up faithrfrahe depths of your heart. Leave your heart, aok into
the face of Christ. Listen to what He tells you atoow He will keep you. Look up into the face aluy loving
Father, and take time every day with Him. Begirea tife with the deep emptiness and poverty of a mho
has got nothing, and who wants to get everythioghfHim-with the deep restfulness of a man who restthe
living God, the omnipotent Jehovah. Try God, anavprHim if He will not open the windows of heaverda
pour out a blessing that there will not be roometceive it.

| close by asking if you are willing to fully expence the heavenly keeping for the heavenly inhiecg?
Robert Murray M'Cheyne says, somewhere: “Oh, Goakeémme as holy as a pardoned sinner can be made.”
And if that prayer is in your heart, come now, &tdus enter into a covenant with the everlastimg) a
omnipotent Jehovah afresh. In great helplessnes#) lgreat restfulness, let us place ourselvédisrhands.
And then, as we enter into our covenant, let ughbg one prayer--that we may fully believe that th
everlasting God is going to be our companion. lsebelieve that He will hold our hand every momdrthe
day. He is our Keeper, watching over us withoutaamant’s interval. He is our Father, delighting ¢veal
Himself in our souls always. He has the power tahe sunshine of His love be with us all day. @t loe
afraid that because you have your business youtdmave God with you always. Learn the lessonttiat
natural sun shines on you all day, and you enpiight. Wherever you are you have got the sun; Gales
certain that it shines on you. And God will maketa@i& that His own divine light shines on you, dhdt you
will abide in that light, if you will only trust Hin for it. Let us trust God to do that with a graatl entire trust.



Here is the omnipotence of God, and here is fa#iching out to the measure of that omnipotencec&desay:
“All that that omnipotence can do, | am going tastrmy God for.” Are not the two sides of this hesaly life
wonderful? God’s omnipotence covers me, and myiwills littleness rests in that omnipotence, agjdices in
it!

Moment by moment, I'm kept in His love;

Moment by moment, I've life from above;

Looking to Jesus, the glory does shine;

Moment by moment, Oh, Lord, | am yours!



9. “YOU ARE THE BRANCHES”
AN ADDRESS TO CHRISTIAN WORKERS

Everything depends on our being right in Christ.\ifant good apples, | must have a good apple liéeare
for the health of the apple tree, the apple trdkegivie me good apples. And it is just so with @hristian life
and work. If our life with Christ is right, all witome out right. Instruction and suggestion arig hed
training in the different departments of the wor&ynioe needed; all that has value. But in the lomg the
greatest essential is to have the full life in €A other words, to have Christ in us, workingptigh us. |
know how much there is to disturb us, or to causecais questionings. But the Master has such aiolggor
every one of us and such perfect peace and restasisuch joy and strength if we can only come &nal be
kept in, the right attitude toward Him.

| will take my text from the parable of the Vinedathe Branches, in John, chapter fifteen, verse fivam the
vine, you are the branches.” Especially these wdiidsu are the branches.”

What a simple thing it is to be a branch, the binawfca tree, or the branch of a vine! The brandwgrout of
the vine, or out of the tree, and there it lived grows and, in due time, bears fruit. It has rspoasibility
except to receive sap and nourishment from theandtstem. And if only we knew, by the Holy Spiahout
our relationship to Jesus Christ, our work woulcchanged into the brightest and most heavenly tbmgarth.
Instead of there ever being soul-weariness or estltay our work would be like a new experiencekilig us
to Jesus as nothing else can. For, is it not traedften our work comes between us and Jesus? MllyaiThe
very work that He has to do in me, and 1 for Hirtge up in such a way that it separates me fronsCh
Many a laborer in the vineyard has complained tiealhas too much work, and not enough time for close
communion with Jesus. He complains that his uswakweakens his inclination for prayer, and thatriany
conversations with men darken the spiritual lifad $hought, that the bearing of fruit should sefeatiae
branch from the vine! That must be because we lwkeed on our work as something other than thedfran
bearing fruit. May God deliver us from every falgught about the Christian life.

Now, just a few thoughts about this blessed brdifieh-
ABSOLUTE DEPENDENCE

In the first place, it is a life of absolute depende. The branch has nothing; it just depends enitte for
everything. Absolute dependence is one of the sasimn and precious of thoughts. A great German
theologian wrote two large volumes some years aghow that the whole of Calvin’s theology is surdme
in that one principle of absolute dependence upoa; @nd he was right. Another great writer has tzatl
absolute, unalterable dependence upon God aldhe essence of the religion of angels. It showdd &k that
of men. God is everything to the angels, and Heligng to be everything to the Christian. If | céaarn to
depend on God every moment of the day, everythiigame right. You will receive the higher life yiou
depend absolutely on God.

Now, here we find it with the vine and the branchggery vine you ever see, or every bunch of grapais
come to your table, let it remind you that the lolars absolutely dependent on the vine. The virgetbao the
work, and the branch enjoys the fruit of it.

What has the vine to do? It has to do a great wbHas to send its roots out into the soil andthwnaer the
ground-the roots often extend a long way out-farristnment, and to drink in the moisture. Put caredements
of manure in certain directions, and the vine setsd®ots there. Then, its roots or stems turmtloesture and
manure into that special sap which makes the tinait is borne. The vine does the work, and thedtrdmas just
to receive the sap from the vine. The sap is tiramged into grapes. | have been told that at HamPtrt,



London, there was a vine that sometimes bore aleaiphousand bunches of grapes. People wereisiseuh
at its large growth and rich fruitage. Afterwarde tcause was discovered. The Thames River flowbyneso
the vine had stretched its roots hundreds of yandter the ground until it had come to the riversitigere, in
all the rich slime of the riverbed, it had foundhrinourishment, and obtained moisture. The roasdnawn the
sap all that distance up and up into the vine. Aesalt, there was the abundant, rich harvest.viiehad the
work to do, and the branches had just to depertti@rmine and receive what it gave.

Is that literally true of my Lord Jesus? Must | erstand that when | have to work, when | have &agh a
sermon or address a Bible class or go out andthsipoor, neglected ones, that all the respoitsiloil the
work is on Christ? That is exactly what Christ veaydu to understand. Christ desires that in all yeark the
very foundation should be the simple, blessed gousness: Christ must care for all. And how doeduifdl
the trust of that dependence? He does it by serttimgn the Holy Spirit-not now and then only as acsal
gift. But remember, the relationship between thre\and the branches is such that hourly, dailyeasiagly,
the living connection is maintained. The sap dasglow for a time, and then stop, and then flovaiag
Instead, moment to moment, the sap flows from the to the branches. And just so, my Lord Jesudsvae
to take that blessed position as a worker. Moribygnorning and day by day and hour by hour and Ilsyep
step-in every work-1 have to go out to abide betdma in the simple, utter helplessness of one whovks
nothing. | must be as one who is nothing, and @anathing. Oh, beloved workers, study that worchimag.
You sometimes sing: “Oh, to be nothing, nothingit bave you really studied that word and prayed\etay
and worshipped God in the light of it? Do you knih& blessedness of that word nothing?

If I am something, then God is not everything; Wwhen | become nothing, God can become all. Thelasterg
God in Christ can reveal Himself fully. That is thigher life. We need to become nothing. Someosenal
said that the seraphim and cherubim are flameseobécause they know they are nothing, and thewabod
to put His fullness and His glory and brightneds ithem. Oh, become nothing in deep reality, and a
worker, study only one thing-to become poorer aweel and more helpless, that Christ may work ajldno.

Workers, here is your first lesson: learn to béhimgj, learn to be helpless. The man who has goe#uny is
not absolutely dependent. But the man who has gbinyg is absolutely dependent. Absolute dependence
God is the secret of all power in work. The brahak nothing but what it gets from the vine. You &odn
have nothing but what we get from Jesus.

DEEP RESTFULNESS
But second, the life of the branch is not onlyfa &if entire dependence, but also of deep resifslne

That little branch, if it could think, feel, andesak, and if we could say: “Come, branch of the vineant to
learn from you how | can be a true branch of thie¢ Vine,” what would it answer? The little branaiould
whisper: “Man, | hear that you are wise, and | krtbat you can do a great many wonderful thingsiavk you
have much strength and wisdom given to you, batvelone lesson for you. With all your hurry anagffn
Christ’'s work, you never prosper. The first thirmuyneed is to come and rest in your Lord Jesud. i$hehat |
do. Since | grew out of that vine, | have spentyeend years, and all | have done is just to retie vine.
When the time of spring came | had no anxious thbogcare. The vine began to pour its sap intoand,to
give the bud and leaf. And when summer came, Inwachre; and in the great heat, | trusted the war@ing
moisture to keep me fresh. And in the time of hstyw&hen the owner came to pluck the grapes, hioachre.
If there was anything in the grapes not good, theey never blamed the branch; the blame was alaayke
vine. And if you would be a true branch of Chrikg living Vine, just rest on Him. Let Christ beébe
responsibility.”

You say: “Won’t that make me slothful?”



| tell you it will not. No one who learns to rest the living Christ can become slothful. The clogeur contact
with Christ, the more the Spirit of His zeal anddawill be borne in upon you. But, oh, begin to wor the
midst of your entire dependence by adding to teapdestfulness. A man sometimes tries and tribs to
dependent on Christ, but he worries himself abloigtabsolute dependence. He tries and he canniit Bet
let him sink down into entire restfulness every.day

In your strong hand | lay me down.
So shall the work be done;
For who can work so wondrously
As the Almighty One?

Workers, take your place every day at the feeesild, in the blessed peace and rest that comeliem
knowledge- | have no care, my cares are His! | mvéear, He cares for all my fears.

Come, children of God, and understand that itéslibrd Jesus who wants to work through you. You gam
of the lack of fervent love. It will come from Jesude will give the divine love in your heart witthich you
can love people. That is the meaning of the assardiihe love of God is shed abroad in our heaytghb
Holy Spirit” (Romans 5:5); and of that other wofdlhe love of Christ constrains us” (2 Corinthiang4.
Christ can give you a fountain of love so that gannot help loving the most wretched and the most
ungrateful, or those who have wearied you. Re§thnst, who can give wisdom and strength. You doknow
how that restfulness will often prove to be theyMeest part of your message. You plead with peapteyou
argue, and they get the idea: “There is a man aggamd striving with me.” But if you will let thee@p rest of
God come over you-the rest in Christ Jesus, thegpaad the rest and holiness of heaven-that restalwill
bring a blessing to the heart, even more than threlswou speak.

MUCH FRUITFULNESS
But third, the branch teaches a lesson of mucltfditoess.

The Lord Jesus Christ repeated the word fruit offtethat parable. He spoke, first, of fruit, anérntof more
fruit, and then of much fruit. Yes, you are ordaimet only to bear fruit, but to bear much fruitiérein is my
Father glorified, that you bear much fruit” (Johst8). In the first place, Christ said: “I am thedrVine, and
my Father is the Husbandman” (John 15:1). Godwalich over the connection between Christ and the
branches. It is in the power of God through Chhst we are to bear fruit.

Oh, Christians, you know this world is perishing fack of workers. And it lacks more than workevkany
workers are saying, some more earnestly than oth&esneed not only more workers, but we need our
workers to have a new power and different lifetsat ive workers would be able to bring more bles8ing
Children of God, | appeal to you. You know whautote you take, say, in a case of sickness. You have
beloved friend apparently in danger of death, awitling can refresh that friend so much as a feweagaBut,
they are out of season. Still, what trouble you taike to get the grapes that are to be the nauesi of this
dying friend! And, there are people around who m@eeto church, and so many who go to church, butat
know Christ. And yet, the heavenly grapes-the ggaggehe heavenly Vine-are not to be had at amgepekcept
as the child of God bears them out of his inneriliffellowship with Christ. Except the children®bd are
filled with the sap of the heavenly Vine, excemtlare filled with the Holy Spirit and the love 38sus, they
cannot bear much of the real heavenly grape. Wepalless there is a great deal of work, a gredtafea
preaching, teaching, and visiting, a great deahathinery, and a great deal of earnest effort efyekind. But,
there is not much manifestation of the power of Goidl



What is wanting? The close connection between trkev and the heavenly Vine is lacking. Christ, the
heavenly Vine, has blessings that He could pouens of thousands who are perishing. Christ, tlaedmy
Vine, has power to provide the heavenly grapes.”Bat are the branches,” and you cannot bear hégven
fruit unless you are in close connection with JeShsst.

Do not confuse work and fruit. There may be a gdeal of work for Christ that is not the fruit oktiheavenly
Vine. Do not seek for work only. Oh! study this gtien of fruit-bearing. It means the very life, pawspirit,
and love within the heart of the Son of God. It methe heavenly Vine Himself coming into your heamnd
mine.

You know there are different sorts of grapes, ewith a different name. Every vine provides exatiigt
peculiar aroma and juice which gives the grappatsicular flavor and taste. Just so, there ih@heart of
Christ Jesus a life, a love, a Spirit, a blessamgl a power for men, that are entirely heavenlydivitie, and
that will come down into our hearts. Stand in closenection with the heavenly Vine and say: “Loedu,
nothing less than the sap that flows through Y athing less than the Spirit of Your divine lifevidhat we ask.
Lord Jesus, | pray, let Your Spirit flow through meall my work for You.” | tell you again that treap of the
heavenly Vine is nothing but the Holy Spirit. TheliASpirit is the life of the heavenly Vine. Whailymust
get from Christ is nothing less than a strong winflaf the Holy Spirit. You need it exceedingly, ayal want
nothing more than that. Remember that. Do not expkdst to give a bit of strength here, and aobiblessing
yonder, and a bit of help over there. As the viaeddits work in giving its own peculiar sap to branch, so
expect Christ to give His own Holy Spirit into yooeart. Then you will bear much fruit. Perhaps fiaue only
begun to bear fruit, and are listening to the walr@hrist in the parable, “more fruit,” “much fruitRemember,
that in order for you to bear more fruit, you justjuire more of Jesus in your life and heart.

We ministers of the Gospel, how we are in dangegetting into a condition of work, work, work! Ande pray
over it, but the freshness, buoyancy, and joy effteavenly life are not always present. Let us seek
understand that the life of the branch is a lifenafch fruit, because it is a life rooted in Chribkg living,
heavenly Vine.

CLOSE COMMUNION
And fourth, the life of the branch is a life of secommunion.

Let us again ask: What has the branch to do? Yowkhat precious, inexhaustible word that Chrigtdis
Abide. Your life is to be an abiding life. And has/the abiding to be? It is to be just like thertafain the vine,
abiding every minute of the day. The branchesramase communion, in unbroken communion, withuime,
from January to December. And can | not live exday-it is to me an almost terrible thing that wewdd ask
the question-in abiding communion with the heavéfihe?

You say: “But | am so occupied with other things.”

You may have ten hours’ hard work daily, during ethyour brain has to be occupied with temporalgkin
God orders it so. But the abiding work is the wofkhe heart, not of the brain. It is the work lo¢ theart
clinging to and resting in Jesus, a work in whieé Holy Spirit links us to Christ Jesus. Oh, daéw that
deeper down than the brain, deep down in the ilieeryou can abide in Christ, so that every moment are
free, the consciousness will come: “Blessed Jésam,still in You.” If you will learn for a time tput aside
other work and to get into this abiding contradtwthe heavenly Vine, you will find that fruit wilome. What
is the application to our life of this abiding comnion? What does it mean? It means close fellowsitip
Christ in secret prayer. | am sure there are Ganstwho do long for the higher life, and who samet have
received a great blessing. | am sure there are tiwbs have at times found a great inflow of heay@n and a
great outflow of heavenly gladness. Yet, aftengetiit has passed away. They have not understabdltse,



personal communion with Christ is an absolute r@tefor daily life. Take time to be alone with @ir
Nothing in heaven or earth can free you from theessity for that, if you are to be happy and hdfyi§tians.

Oh! how many Christians look on it as a burden ama, a duty and a difficulty, to often be alonéwiod!
That is the great hindrance to our Christian lifergwhere. We need more quiet fellowship with Gaell you
in the name of the heavenly Vine that you canndtdsdthy branches-branches into which the heavsapycan
flow-unless you take plenty of time for communioithaGod. If you are not willing to sacrifice time get
alone with Him, and to give Him time everyday toriwa you, and to keep up the link of connectiotween
you and Himself, He cannot give you that blessihgis unbroken fellowship. Jesus Christ asks yoliv®in
close communion with Him. Let every heart say: “0ri€t, it is this | long for. It is this | choose&nd He will
gladly give it to you.

ABSOLUTE SURRENDER
And then finally, the life of the branch is a & absolute surrender.

These words, absolute surrender, are great anchsoléelieve we do not fully understand their nmegnBut
yet the little branch preaches it. “Have you amyghtio do, little branch, besides bearing grapeb®’ “
nothing.”

“Are you fit for nothing?”

Fit for nothing! The Bible says that a bit of vioennot even be used as a pen. It is fit for notburngo be
burned. “And now, what do you understand, littlarrh, about your relationship to the vine?” “Myatenship
is just this: | am utterly given up to the vinedahe vine can give me as much or as little sapaw®oses.
Here | am, at its disposal, and the vine can db wi¢ what it likes.”

Oh, friends, we need this absolute surrender th.tine Jesus Christ. The more | speak, the morelltfat this
is one of the most difficult points to make cldais also one of the most important and needfim{sao
explain what this absolute surrender is. It isrofi@ easy thing for a man or a number of men toecout and
offer themselves up God for entire consecratioyingg “Lord, it is my desire to give myself up amdy to
You.” That is of great value, and often brings vech blessing. But the one question | ought tagtquietly
is: What is meant by absolute surrender?

It means that, as literally as Christ was giverenprely to God, | am given up entirely to Christthat too
strong? Some think so. Some think that can nevefibey cannot believe that just as entirely anashibsly as
Christ gave up His life to do nothing but seek agher’s pleasure, and depend on the Father ablgoard
entirely, | am to do nothing but to seek the pleasi Christ. But that is actually true. Christudesame to
breathe His own Spirit into us. He came to helfing our very highest happiness in living entirédy God,
just as He did. Oh, beloved brethren, if that es¢hse, then | ought to say: “Yes, as true asoit ikat little
branch of the vine, by God’s grace, | would have ibe true of me. | would live day by day that Ghmay be
able to do with me what He will.”

Ah! here comes the terrible mistake that lies atiibttom of so much of our own Christianity. A ntaimks: “I
have my business and family duties, and my respoigis as a citizen. All this | cannot change.dAmow
alongside all this, I am to take Christianity ahd service of God as something that will keep raenfsin. God
help me to perform my duties properly!”

This is not right. When Christ came, He boughtgimmer with His blood. If-there was a slave matkete and |
were to buy a slave, | would take that slave awayy own house from his old surroundings. He wdivigl at
my house as my personal property, and | could droherabout all day. And if he were a faithful slahe
would live as having no will and no interests of bivn. His one care would be to promote the welhgpand



honor of his master. And in like manner I, who hbeen bought with the blood of Christ, have beamghoto
live every day with the one thought-How can | pkeasy Master? Oh, we find the Christian life soidiifft
because we seek God’s blessing while we live inoaur will. We desire to live the Christian life azding to
our own liking. We make our own plans and chooseostn work. Then, we ask the Lord Jesus to conaih
make sure that sin will not conquer us too much, that we will not go too far wrong. We ask Himcame in
and give us so much of His blessing. But our refehip to Jesus ought to be such that we are lprairélis
disposal. Every day we are to come to Him humbly stnaightforwardly and say: “Lord, is there angthin
me that is not according to Your will, that has heen ordered by You, or that is not entirely giuprto You?”

Oh, if we could wait patiently, | tell you what tiesult would be. A relationship between us andstiould
spring up. It would be so close and so tenderdfiatward we would be amazed at how we formerlydou
have lived with the idea: “I am surrendered to €firiWe would feel how distant our fellowship withm had
previously been. We would understand that He canh d@es indeed, come and take actual possessian ahd
give us unbroken fellowship all day. The branchscas to absolute surrender.

Now | do not speak so much about the giving uprd.sThere are people who need that, people whe bat/
violent tempers, bad habits, and actual sins wthiely from time to time commit, and which they hanawer
given up into the very bosom of the Lamb of Gopldy you, if you are branches of the living Vine, ribt
keep one sin back. | know there are a great mdfigudiies about this question of holiness. | kntvat all do
not think exactly the same with regard to it. To, that would be a matter of comparative indiffererfd could
see that all are honestly longing to be free freerg sin. But | am afraid that unconsciously thare often
compromises in hearts, with the idea that we cabhaatithout sin. There are those who think thaimwest sin
a little every day; we cannot help it. Oh, thatpleovould actually cry to God: “Lord, do keep mertfr sin!”
Give yourself utterly to Jesus, and ask Him to d®\+¢ry utmost for you in keeping you from sin.

There is a great deal in our work, in our churetd g0 our surroundings that we found in the worltew we
were born into it. It has grown all around us arelthink that it is all right, that it cannot be olgad. We do not
come to the Lord Jesus and ask Him about it. Qlalvise you, Christians, bring everything into nelaship
with Jesus, and say: “Lord, everything in my lifessho be in most complete harmony with my positisra
branch of You, the blessed Vine.”

Let your surrender to Christ be absolute. | doumaterstand that word surrender fully. It gets nesanings
every now and then. It enlarges immensely from tiongme. But | advise you to speak it out: “Abgelu
surrender to You, Oh Christ, is what | have chds&nd Christ will show you what is not according s
mind, and lead you on to deeper and higher blegssdn

In conclusion, let me gather up all in one sente@@twist Jesus said: “I am the Vine, you are ttabhes.” In
other words: “I, the living One who have so comglggiven Myself to you, am the Vine. It is impdsdsi to
trust Me too much. | am the Almighty Worker, fufl@divine life and power.”

You are the branches of the Lord Jesus Chridhelfet is in your heart the consciousness that yomnetra
strong, healthy, fruit-bearing branch-not closaikéd with Jesus, not living in Him as you shouédthen
listen to Him say: “I am the Vine; | will receivey. | will draw you to Myself; | will bless you.wiill
strengthen you; | will fill you with My Spirit. Ithe Vine, have taken you to be My branches. | ltaven
Myself utterly to you; children, give yourselvesarty to Me. | have surrendered Myself as God alisty to
you. | became man and died for you that | migheéigrely yours. Come and surrender yourselveseantio be
Mine.”

What shall our answer be? Oh, let it be prayer ftbendepths of our heart, that the living Chrisyrtake each
one of us and link us closely to Himself. Let ouayer be that He, the living Vine, will so link é¢aof us to
Himself that we will go away with our hearts singfifiHe is my Vine, and | am His branch-I want noii
more-now that | have the everlasting Vine.” Thehew you get alone with Him, worship and adore Him;



praise and trust Him; love Him and wait for HiséoVYou are my Vine, and | am Your branch. It i®egh;
my soul is satisfied.”

Glory to His blessed name!
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